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19information and news about your town

Season’s Greetings to all our residents



Private retirement living at its finest

G R A DW E L L  
PA R K 

S O U T H  C H A I L E Y

REGISTER FOR DETAILS TODAY 
01372 383950

gradwellparksales@retirementvillages.co.uk
www.retirementvillages.co.uk

Gradwell Park 
(part of Retirement Villages Group Ltd)  
off Mill Lane, South Chailey, BN8 4PX

coming soon

18656 7145 GRADWELL_Full Pg AD_210x195mm.indd   1 11/09/2019   10:06
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In Touch Page 22 - 24

THE DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL 2020 ISSUE (BOTH EDITORIAL AND 
ADVERTISING) IS WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY 2020.
Letters, news and other contributions are welcome. 
Please address these to: About Town, Burgess Hill Town Council, 
96 Church Walk, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9AS. 
Telephone: 01444 247726.

Contact Details:
Advertising – Jennifer O'Grady on 01444 238207, 
or advertising@burgesshill.gov.uk
Editorial – abouttown@burgesshill.gov.uk
About Town is published by Burgess Hill Town Council. 
About Town was typeset and printed by 
Newman Thomson, 1 Jubilee Road, Victoria Industrial Estate, 
Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9TL. 01444 480 700.
Burgess Hill Town Council does not accept any responsibility for 
any default on the part of advertisers in About Town. The views 
expressed in the contents of About Town and as defined by the 
editorial staff are not necessarily those of the Town Council.

Conditions of acceptance of advertising:
Burgess Hill Town Council does not endorse any advertisements 
published in About Town and in the event of any misprint, 
error or omission in the publication of an 
advertisement, the publisher will re-publish the 
advertisement, excepting when the misprint, 
error or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.

Front cover image: 
Oldland Mill, Hassocks
by Mark Leppard Photography
www.instagram.com/moonlightstudios65/

contents... MESSAGE FROM THE TOWN MAYOR

While it has been a turbulent year 
in politics I have been privileged, as 
Mayor, to attend and witness so many 
events in Burgess Hill where you see 
good people giving of their time and  
money to support the more vulnerable 
members of our community.  Whatever 
divides us we are united in this town by 
a consideration and kindness to other 
people that makes this town a good 
place in which to live.

Christmas is the season of goodwill to 
all mankind and Burgess Hill is a shining 
example of this altruism. But we should remember that goodwill is 
not just for Christmas – it is something that marks us out as good 
human beings throughout the year.

Christmas contains also the old festival of Yuletide when people of 
old dedicated a few days to feasting and merrymaking after all the 
hard work of the previous year. In that spirit I wish you all a very 
merry Christmas followed by a prosperous New Year.

Roger Cartwright
Town Mayor
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www.tisshawssolicitors.co.uk
Tel: 01444 472700 / Fax: 01444 472701
Email: info@tisshawssolicitors.co.uk

Tisshaws is a specialist family law practice 
offering advice on divorce, children 

and financial matters
Fixed Fee Divorce £450 plus VAT & Court Fee

Initial meeting £50 (inc.VAT)
Up to 1 hour – No Obligation

Fixed fees negotiated for other family matters

3 Hazelgrove Road
Haywards Heath

RH16 3PH

Tisshaws Limited T/A Tisshaws Solicitors. 
Authorised and regulated by the 
Solicitors Regulatory Authority SRA No.566801
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S GREEN SPACE EXTENSION 
FOR BURGESS HILL

Two new wildflower meadows surrounded by ancient 
woodland will be added to Bedelands Nature Reserve as part 
of the Northern Arc development of 3,040 new homes to 
the north of Burgess Hill. The 11 hectare area extends west 
to Freeks Lane and north to the River Adur, and will increase 
the size of the Nature Reserve by one-third. 

The extension to the Nature Reserve will form part of a 
network of formal and informal open spaces across the 
Northern Arc development, which will provide a valuable 
community benefit to existing Burgess Hill residents and the 
new Northern Arc community.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, it is reported the 
accounts for the year ending 31 March 2019 for Burgess 
Hill Town Council have been duly audited by the external 
auditor Moore Stephens and can be viewed at
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/financialreturn. 

A CLEANER BURGESS HILL
Burgess Hill will be cleaner thanks to a donation of clean-up 
equipment by Mid Sussex District Council.  

The 7th and 8th Burgess Hill Scouts have received 60 
litter-pickers and hi-vis vests between them, and the 5th 
and 6th Burgess Hill Guides are sharing 33 litter-pickers 
and hi-vis vests.  The groups will involve the young people 
in carrying out regular litter-picks on some of their 
group nights. 

In addition, the Town Council has been given a chewing-
gum removal machine, which community volunteers are 
welcome to borrow – email council@burgesshill.gov.uk or 
call 01444 238213.

CHORAL SOCIETY

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
At its annual Christmas Concert, Burgess Hill Choral Society 
will sing the Christmas Oratorio by Johann Sebastian Bach. 
Composed for the Christmas season in 1734 to 1735, it was 
originally written as cantatas for six separate feast days, but 
also stands alone as a single dazzling work of Christmas music, 
with Bach at his most exuberant and tuneful. With its trumpets, 
drums and bells and joyful and lyrical choruses, it will make a 
fabulous introduction to Christmas for all the family.  
 
The concert features a concert orchestra and young soloists 
at the start of their professional careers. It also includes carols 
for choir and audience related to each section of the Oratorio. 

The concert takes place on Saturday 7 December at 7.30pm,
at St Andrew’s Church, RH15 0LG. Tickets are £14 or free for 
under-18s, available from BHCS members, Burgess Hill Town 
Council’s Help Point at 96 Church Walk, on the door, or phone 
07522 493966. See also www.burgesshillchoralsociety.org.uk. 

Saturday 7th December 2019    7.30 pm 

Christmas Oratorio  J S Bach 

Burgess Hill Choral Society 
Conductor: Michael Stefan Wood BEM 

Tickets £14.00    Under 18s free           From: Burgess Hill Help Point     
tel. 07522 493966      www.burgesshillchoralsociety.org.uk        or on the door 

 

St Andrew’s Church   Junction Road  Burgess Hill 

Sussex Bach Players  Leader: Richard Sutcliffe   

and Carols  for Audience 

Reg. Charity no. 276759  
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A TROUBLE SHARED
If things are getting on top of you, talk to the Samaritans 
- they are always there, round the clock, every single day 
of the year. You can email jo@samaritans.org, call free on 
116123, or visit the local Samaritans branch at Dubarry 
House, Newton Road, Hove, BN3 6AE, from 10am to 10pm 
daily.  For further information, visit the website
www.samaritans.org/brighton.
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FOOTPATH IMPROVEMENTS
The Public Right of Way that crosses Janes Lane Recreation 
Ground from Junction Road to Manor Road, adjacent to 
Manor Field School, has been widened using funds from 
the £10.9m Burgess Hill Place & Connectivity funds.  The 
wider path will enable double buggies and mobility scooters 
to pass without going onto the grass. The project was co-
ordinated by Mid Sussex District Council.

www.westsussex.gov.uk/� re-emergencies-and-crime

1 Communities and Public Protection |  Supporting communities to become safe, strong and resilient

www.westsussex.gov.uk/� re-emergencies-and-crime

Was your child born between 
1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016?
If so they are eligible to start 
school in September 2020.

www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions

Apply online at:
�  www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions
Deadline: Wednesday 15 January 2020

WS110(M) 08.2019

You can apply online from Monday 
7 October 2019. If you would like 
further advice or information contact:

03330 142 903
Free internet access to apply 
online is available at all:
• West Sussex libraries
• Children and Family Centres

Apply online!
It’s simple, convenient 
and timesaving. If your 
application is received after 
the deadline of Wednesday 
15 January 2020 your chance 
of securing a place at one of 
your preference schools could 
be seriously a� ected.

LIVING ADVENT CALENDAR
Burgess Hill will be getting into the spirit of Christmas with 
its own Living Advent Calendar in the town centre. 

From 1 – 24 December, each day a different shop in the 
town centre will place a festive scene in their window, which 
will remain on view until 1 January.  

Be the first to spot each day’s scene – post your photos on 
the Town Council’s Facebook and Twitter #BHXmas2019.

Let’s get behind our local traders – come and do your 
Christmas shopping in the town centre! 

LIGHTING UP 
ST JOHN’S FOR 

CHRISTMAS
St John’s Church in the town centre will hold a carol service 
and switch on its outdoor Christmas tree lights, with music 
from Mid Sussex Brass Band, on Wednesday 11 December at 
7pm. The service will start inside the church and will finish 
outside with carol singing and switching on the lights. Free 
refreshments and mince pies will be served in the church 
afterwards. All welcome.
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Join Mid Sussex Brass Band for their Christmas Concert on 
Thursday 19 December, at 7.30pm, at St John’s Church in the 
town centre. Tickets cost £8 adult & accompanied under 16s 
free, online at www.ticketsource.co.uk, the Town Council’s 
Help Point at 96 Church Walk and on the door.  

If you’re interested in joining as a player, a learner, considering 
booking the band for an event or supporting its work go to 
www.msbb.net or contact secretary.msbb@gmail.com.

IT’S CHRISTMAS IN 
BURGESS HILL!

On Saturday 23 November Burgess Hill town centre will be 
buzzing with all the excitement of Christmas - including 
meet and great appearances throughout the day by guest 
stars, Peppa Pig and George.

New attractions this year include a stage in Church Walk 
with a programme of music and entertainment by local 
performers throughout the day. Santa’s coming to town - 
visit him in his Grotto (you’ll find him at Burgess Hill Radio), 
with his sleigh and live reindeer nearby. Plus fairground 
rides, community stalls, food and drink stalls, free Christmas 
photo booth and free children’s craft activities. 

The event starts at 11am and concludes with the Christmas 
Lights Switch-on at 5pm. Come and enjoy all the magic of 
Christmas! 

CHRISTMAS FRENCH MARKET
France at Home will bring their Christmas French Market to 
Burgess Hill town centre on Saturday 7 December, from 9am 
– 5pm.  

Come and stock up on a range of Gallic goodies, including a 
variety of cheeses, French bread and pâtisserie, sausages and 
pâté as well as street food including Tartiflette, a speciality 
dish from the French Alps, and paella.  

There will be plenty of Christmas present ideas too, 
including scarves, hats and jumpers, Vintage CDs and posters, 
Provençal soaps, tablecloths, basketware, handbags, purses, 
belts and gloves.  
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Charity no. 1048597  

 

 

  

Burgess Hill Symphony Orchestra  
 Leader:   Andrew Biggs 

 
 

Conductor: Michael Stefan Wood  BEM 

Bringing outstanding classical music  
to Mid Sussex 

 
For information on concerts and joining go to:  www.BHSO.com 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
A delicious Christmas Day lunch with all the trimmings will 
be served at St Wilfrid’s Catholic Church in Station Road this 
year. If you, or anyone you know, will be alone on Christmas 
Day or would like some company and a chance to share 
Christmas with others, you will be made very welcome. 

Transport can be provided, all ages are welcome and there 
is no cost. Please let the Parish Office know by 7 December. 
If you would like to help by donating food, finances or your 
time, please contact the Parish Office on 01444 232358.

LIGHT UP THE TOWN 
FOR CHRISTMAS

During the festive season local residents help light up the 
town with their own sparkling displays of Christmas lights.
 
Burgess Hill in Bloom will acknowledge their efforts by 
presenting awards for the best displays. The Cathy Barnett 
Cup will be awarded to the Best Group Lights winners and 
the Jo Toase Trophy will be awarded to the Best Individual 
Garden Lights. The prizes also include free tickets to the 
Burgess Hill in Bloom Spring Party and Presentation Evening 
in April 2020.  

There’s no need to enter – the judges will scour the town 
before Christmas looking for the twinkliest and best 
decorated garden and will let you know if you’re a winner. 

MEET YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLORS
There is an opportunity to discuss issues with West Sussex 
County Councillors representing Burgess Hill on the 
following Saturday mornings
 

7 December, 8 February & 14 March
 
There is no surgery in January. The surgeries will be held 
from 10 - 11am at Burgess Hill Library. No appointment is 
necessary, just turn up.
 
For further information, please contact the Help Point on 
01444 247726. 



8

Although Mid Sussex is perceived to be an affluent area, 
Christmas can be a particularly difficult time of year for 
people struggling on low incomes or experiencing a financial 
crisis. Thanks to the efforts of a group of local organisations 
and businesses, Christmas will be a little brighter this year 
for struggling families and individuals. They will receive a 
food hamper, packed and delivered by volunteers, to help 
budgets stretch a bit further and bring some festive cheer 
this Christmas. 

The initiative is being organised by Burgess Hill District 
Lions Club, The Kings Church Mid-Sussex, Burgess Hill Town 
Council, Burgess Hill Youth and Burgess Hill Community 
Food Bank. 

Churches, schools, the Children & Family Centres, local 
shops and businesses are collecting food items and providing 
volunteers. If you would like to help, you can view the list of 
food needed and town centre collection points at the Town 
Council’s Help Point at 96 Church Walk or by visiting
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/foodhampers.  

BRINGING SOME FESTIVE 
CHEER THIS CHRISTMAS
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Local young carers will enjoy a trip to Burgess Hill Theatre 
Club’s Christmas Pantomime Dick Whittington, thanks to 
the generosity of Burgess Hill’s Lions and Rotary Clubs.

The clubs have jointly purchased tickets for 20 young carers 
aged 7 – 14 years, who live with a family member with a 
disability, long-term illness, or substance misuse issues.

For further information about the free young carers 
activities, organised by Burgess Hill Youth and Burgess Hill 
Town Council, please contact Jennifer O’Grady on 01444 
238207 or email Jennifer@burgesshill.gov.uk.

THE GREAT BRITISH 
SPRING CLEAN

The Great British Spring Clean takes place from 13 March 
– 20 April 2020. Let us know if there is a local ‘grot spot’ 
you would like to nominate for a litter-pick. Volunteers are 
needed for the litter-picks - equipment and bags will be 
provided – so if you can help, please let us have your contact 
details and we will let you know the dates and times. Contact 
council@burgesshill.gov.uk or call 01444 238211.

OH YES THEY WILL!
YOUNG CARERS GO TO THE PANTO 

Are you wanting to quit 
smoking for good?

Quitting smoking is one of  the best things you’ll ever do for 
your health

Mid Sussex Wellbeing can offer: 121 support, advice, and 
Nicotine Replacement Therapy

Contact the Wellbeing Team today on 01444 477191 to speak 
to a trained Smoking Cessation Advisor about how we can 
support you in kicking the habit

Stopping smoking is easier with the right support
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In the run up to Christmas The Giving Tree in Market Place 
Shopping Centre will be raising funds for St Peter & St James 
Hospice. You will find The Giving Tree in the atrium from  
2 – 22 December.

The hospice provides expert and compassionate care to 
people living with terminal illness and support for their 
family and friends through the challenges of bereavement 
and grief. It costs £7,200 PER DAY to run the hospice and 
only 17% of this is funded by the government. 

The Giving Tree aims to raise enough money to cover the 
running of the hospice for two days, Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day. There will be numerous ways in which the 
generous local community can help them reach this target. 
As well as a collection bucket and contactless card payment 
there will be tags on the tree with the cost of items the 
hospice uses on a daily basis - your donation could help 
purchase that item.

 
There will also be blank tags, so for a donation you can leave 
a personal message on the tree to a loved one who may have 
passed away, or lives on the other side of the world, who you 
will be thinking of at this special time of the year. Your tag 
will be placed on the tree for the remainder of Christmas 
festive period.

There will be numerous choirs from schools and other 
organisations singing on different days. Special guest 
appearances are also planned, so look out in the local press, 
public notice boards or listen to Burgess Hill Radio 103.8fm 
for details nearer the time. 

The Burgess Hill Support Group would like to thank everyone 
for their generosity in supporting their fundraising events in 
the past 18 months. They are appealing once again to your 
generosity to make someone's last Christmas the best it 
could possibly be under the tender loving care of the doctors 
and nurses of St Peter & St James Hospice.

THE GIVING TREE

CHRISTMAS PARKING
To support the town centre Christmas event and lights 
switch-on, Mid Sussex District Council has approved free 
parking from 1pm on Saturday 23 November in short stay 
car parks – Martlets Multi Storey, Church Road and Cyprus 
Road (short stay).  

There will be a special tariff of £1.20 for all day parking on 
Saturdays in December (6,13,20,27) in the long stay car 
parks in Station Road, Queens Crescent and Cyprus Road 
(long stay).
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VITAL SUPPORT FOR 
WOMEN

Support is at hand for West Sussex women and girls who 
have experienced sexual violence at any time in their lives. 
The Crawley-based charity Rape Crisis Surrey & Sussex 
(RCSAS) offers free independent, confidential counselling, 
advocacy and outreach to women and girls aged 13 and 
over across West Sussex and east Surrey; as well as training 
on all aspects of sexual violence.  

Since RCSAS first opened its women-only centre in 2015 it 
has helped over 1,000 survivors of sexual violence and their 
supporters. Experienced counsellors offer therapy for up to 
a year at their welcoming centre in Crawley. Outreach and 
Advocacy teams work across West Sussex, talking to clients 
at a time and in a space that meets their needs. Their ISVA 
(Independent Sexual Violence Advocate) offers specialist 
support and information to women who have experienced 
sexual violence and have reported it to the police, or are 
thinking of doing so. The Outreach team visits hub-points 
and drop-ins, offering emotional support and information 
to survivors of sexual violence who face additional barriers 
in accessing services. 

RCSAS also supports women and girls who have undergone 
or are at risk of undergoing Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM). In addition, they provide specialist training and 
young people’s workshops on FGM. 

All staff are trained in working with women who have 
experienced sexual violence, and offer a confidential, non-
judgemental space that encourages women to explore the 
next steps they want to take.

To find out more about RCSAS, visit www.rcsas.org.uk or call 
01293 538477. 
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S LET IT SNOW...
If it snows this winter, you can help clear paths and 
pavements to prevent slips and falls – don’t believe the 
myths about being sued. It’s unlikely that you would be held 
responsible if someone is injured on a path or pavement if 
you have cleared it carefully.

When you clear snow and ice

• do it early in the day - it’s easier to move fresh, loose 
snow

• don’t use water - it might refreeze and turn to black ice
• use salt if possible - it will melt the ice or snow and 

stop it from refreezing overnight 
• you can use ash and sand if you don’t have enough salt 

- it will provide grip underfoot
• pay extra attention when clearing steps and steep 

pathways - using more salt may help.

Salt from the salt bins can be used to keep roads and 
pavements clear but it must not be used for your garden 
paths and steps.

To help keep pavements free of snow, Burgess Hill Town 
Council has a number of snow shovels and hi-vis vests that 
can be borrowed by residents, subject to availability. Contact 
01444 247726. 

If a significant snowfall is forecast this winter the Town 
Council will deliver 1 ton bags of salt to various locations 
around the town (subject to availability from West Sussex 
County Council), which will be posted on the Town Council’s 
website www.burgesshill.gov.uk,  Facebook and Twitter.
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SONE CLUB, TWO CHORUSES, LOTS OF FUN
After it launched a new chorus for female voices – Sussex 
A Cappella - in early 2018, The Sussex Harmonisers club 
needed to rename its male-voice chorus and chose the name 
Sussex Kings of Harmony. The name change seemed to work 
as the chorus was awarded the Most Improved Chorus and 
was placed 14th at a national competition in May 2019.

The chorus sings a cappella (without instrumental 
accompaniment), in four-part harmony, mainly in the 
barbershop style. It has fun at weekly rehearsals and loves 
providing entertainment at events such as parties and 
dinners. It hosts an annual show and invites everyone to 
‘Sing with Us for Christmas’ – five rehearsals followed by a 
concert at St John’s Church in Burgess Hill - the next concert 
will be held on Tuesday 10 December.

Both of the club’s friendly choruses are based in Burgess Hill 
and are always on the lookout for new members so get in 
touch if you want to know more. The men of Sussex Kings of 
Harmony rehearse on Tuesday evenings at St Paul’s College, 
RH15 8GA whilst the ladies of Sussex A Cappella rehearse 
on Mondays at The King’s Centre, RH15 9LR. 

Experience is not necessary and you don’t need to read 
music because recorded teach tracks are used to help with 
the learning process. Taster sessions are held at the first 
rehearsal every month so you are welcome to have a go and 
find out how making music can be so enjoyable. 

Visit www.sussexharmonisers.org.uk or email
info@sussexkings.org.uk for more information about how 
to sing with the choruses or hire them for your event. You 
can also find the groups on Facebook and Twitter.

Caroline’s Walking Services
Friendly & professional dog walking service
Pet visits, feeding, holiday care etc
Burgess Hill & surrounding areas

* DBS checked
* Fully insured
* Canine First Aid Certified

Email: carolinesdogwalking@outlook.com
Phone: 07467 534771

POND CLEARANCE 
WORK PARTY

Mid Sussex District Council and Burgess Hill Town Council 
are pleased to invite the neighbours of Wisden Avenue and 
surrounding area to take part in a volunteer day, clearing 
vegetation surrounding the pond adjacent to the play area 
on Saturday 30 November from 9.30am to 12pm. 

This is an opportunity to meet your neighbours, help to 
improve the area and get active.

Please bring your own tools such as strong gloves, loppers or 
secateurs. Hot chocolate and biscuits will be provided.

If you can help, please call 01444 238211, or email
judy@burgesshill.gov.uk
or parksandopenspaces@midsussex.gov.uk. 
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S DEFIBRILLATORS SAVE 
LIVES

Each year in Britain around 30,000 people are struck by 
sudden cardiac arrest outside hospital. Using a defibrillator 
can double the rate of survival for someone experiencing 
sudden cardiac arrest.

Burgess Hill District Lions Club has donated a number of 
defibrillators to the community, which are located at various 
public venues around the town. The 36th defibrillator to 
be installed is at the Sidney West Centre in Leylands Road, 
jointly funded by the Lions and the Sidney West Centre 
Charity. 

Defibrillators are very easy to use and you don't need training 
to use one. The machine gives clear spoken instructions – all 
you have to do is follow them - and it won’t shock someone 
unless they need it.

If you come across someone who is unconscious, 
unresponsive, not breathing or not breathing normally, they 
are in cardiac arrest. The most important thing is to call 
999 and start CPR to keep the blood flowing to the brain 
and around the body. After a cardiac arrest, every minute 
without CPR and defibrillation reduces someone's chance of 
survival by 10 per cent.

If you're on your own, don't interrupt the CPR to go and get 
a defibrillator. If it's possible, send someone else to find one. 

PAMPER DAY
FOR CARERS

Burgess Hill Girls and Burgess Hill Town Council are holding 
the next Pamper Day for Carers on Tuesday 3 March.  The 
event is free to any local resident who provides unpaid care 
for a family member or friend. 

Carers will be able to choose from a variety of pamper 
sessions, which include a professional hairdresser, manicures, 
gentle exercise and head and shoulder massages. The 
Pamper Day will be held from 10.30am - 2.30pm at Burgess 
Hill Girls, Keymer Road. 

There will also be a free ploughman’s lunch and 
refreshments, a free raffle, crafts and music played by the 
students at Burgess Hill Girls. There will be opportunities to 
seek information and advice from a variety of carers support 
agencies. All visitors will be paired with a student who will 
look after them throughout the day. 

To ensure all visitors can attend a number of pamper 
sessions, numbers on the day will be limited to 60 people. 
Book your free place from Wednesday 15 January at Burgess 
Hill Town Council’s Help Point, 96 Church Walk, telephone 
01444 247726.
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SVE DAY 75
When VE Day dawns on 8 May 2020 it will be 75 years since 
the guns fell silent at the end of the Second World War in 
Europe. Years of carnage and destruction had come to an 
end and millions of people took to the streets to celebrate 
peace, mourn their loved-ones and to hope for the future.

It meant an end to nearly six years of a war that had cost 
the lives of millions, had destroyed homes, families, and 
cities, and had brought huge suffering and privation to many 
millions more.

The anniversary will be an opportunity for us all to 
remember the enormous sacrifices that were made at home 
and abroad and to joyously celebrate as people did 75 years 
ago, the arrival of peace in Europe.

Burgess Hill is organising its own events as part of VE Day 75, 
a three-day international commemoration and celebration 
that will take place from 8 to 10 May.  See the April issue of 
About Town for further details.

STEVENS SON AND POPE
Your friendly high street solicitors

www.ssandp.com

We’re here to help you with:

• Residential & Commercial Conveyancing

• Divorce & Children’s Issues

• Mediation; Collaborative Law

• Wills & Probate

• Lasting Powers of  Attorney

Jubilee House, 56-58 Church Walk, Burgess Hill
West Sussex RH15 9AN

info@ssandp.com 01444 246377
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info@ssandp.com 01444 246377
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A NEW LIBRARY FOR 
BURGESS HILL

Burgess Hill’s new Library will open on Tuesday 3 December. 
The old Library is closed while the move takes place.  

In addition to a modernised public computer area, the new 
library will also have space for customers using their own 
devices, making use of the free Wi-Fi.

An upgraded children’s area will have seats and tables for 
youngsters of all sizes and high-backed bean bags for comfy 
parent and child reading.

The new library will also have flexible shelving to allow 
space for author events and family activities in and out of 
term time. It will also include a lift and Changing Places 
Toilet, ensuring greatly improved accessibility. The library 
opening times will remain the same.
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MARATHON 2020

The Mid Sussex Marathon will take place during the end of 
May bank holiday weekend 23 – 25 May 2020. 

There are 3 races – two 10 mile races in both East Grinstead 
and Haywards Heath, and 10 kilometres in Burgess Hill. All 
three combine to cover a total of 26.2 miles – the distance 
of a marathon.

Runners can enter each race individually or complete all 
three, with individual race medals on offer plus a special 
medal for running them all.

Saturday 23 May: East Grinstead 10 mile

Sunday 24 May: Haywards Heath 10 mile

Monday 25 May: Burgess Hill 10 kilometre

MID SUSSEX FUN RUN

An ideal event for people of all ages and abilities. There is no 
pressure and participants can just run for fun!

Family, friends and colleagues can join together to get 
active, raise money for charity or just simply enjoy being 
part of an inspiring, motivating and rewarding event. You’ll 
even receive a medal for finishing. The Fun Runs will be held 
an hour before each of the main races.

MID SUSSEX MILE

The Mid Sussex Miles are a great opportunity for juniors and 
beginner adults to time themselves over a Mile distance. All 
entrants will receive a timing chip and a finishers’ medal, 
there will also be prizes for each of the first 3 boys and girls 
home. The Mid Sussex Miles will be held half an hour before 
each of the main races.

To book your place, visit www.midsussexmarathon.co.uk or 
for further information email midsussexmarathonweekend@
outlook.com or call 01797 229955. 

HOME FIRE SAFETY 
Could you be eligible for a free Safe and Well Visit? West 
Sussex Fire & Rescue Service carries out hundreds of visits 
every year, offering advice on how to make the home safer 
and, if appropriate, fit smoke alarms and other specialist fire 
detection equipment free of charge.

You may be eligible if you:

• are aged 65 or over
• are a lone adult/ parent with young children
• have a permanent disability
• have permanent mobility difficulties
• have a Careline/Lifeline
• cannot hear a standard smoke alarm and live alone.

To request a visit, please call 0345  872 9719 or email 
safeandwell@westsussex.gov.uk.
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Burgess Hill aims to launch a Repair Café in the spring.  
Repair Cafes are free events where people can bring items 
that need repairing to people who have the necessary skills 
to repair them. And have a cup of tea while they wait. 

Repair saves time and money. More often than not, a very 
simple repair is all that is needed to fix a broken or damaged 
item thus saving the unnecessary cost of a replacement. 
When we send less waste to landfill, costs are reduced 
and the whole community – as well as the environment – 
benefits.

The aim is to run the Repair Café one Saturday a month in 
the town centre. A range of volunteers are needed to help, 
including  people with various repairing skills but also to 
staff the reception desk, help with administration and to 
serve refreshments.

If you can help, please contact Anne Eves on 07720 892180 or 
email anne.eves@burgesshill.gov.uk. For further information 
about Repair Cafes, visit www.repaircafe.org.

IF IT'S BROKE
-FIX IT
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Burgess Hill Town Council is on Instagram – tag us for information or to notify us of
issues around the town. Send us your photos @burgesshilltowncouncil.

FIND US ON INSTAGRAM

THE BEEHIVE
UPDATE

Plans are progressing for The Beehive, Burgess Hill’s new 
performance venue.

The Town Council is delighted to receive the support of 
Dame Vera Lynn, who has kindly agreed to lend her name 
to the venue. The Auditorium will be named The Dame Vera 
Lynn Auditorium in her honour. 

The new building will cost £5.5 million, of which a £3 million 
loan has been approved by the Public Works Loan Board 
and £0.3 million from the Town Council’s reserves. Work 
continues on raising the £2.2 million funding still needed 
for the project to commence.

Burgess Hill’s annual Summer Festival will run from Saturday 
6 – Sunday 14 June 2020. The Festival is a showcase for the 
many community groups in the town – helping local groups 
publicise themselves, raise funds and recruit new members.
If your group would like to organise an event during the 
Festival we’d love to hear from you so please get in touch – 
call 01444 238211 or email festival@burgesshill.gov.uk. 

JOIN THE HUMAN LIBRARY
Do you have an interesting story to tell?  Do you have a 
special interest or an experience you’d be happy to share?  
Then why not be part of the Human Library during next 
year’s Burgess Hill Summer Festival.

It works like this. Volunteer “human books” suggest their 
topics and a list is put together of all the “books” on offer. 
The list will be available during the Summer Festival in June 
and residents can book a slot with a “book” that interests 
them. Each slot lasts about half an hour although it can run 
on for longer. The “books” can offer more than one slot if 
they wish. The conversations are one-to-one and will take 
place in quiet corners of Burgess Hill Library. 

If you would like to take part or would like more information, 
please contact festival@burgesshill.gov.uk or call 01444 
238211. 
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CONTACT DETAILS
Town Mayor: Roger Cartwright Deputy Town Mayor: Anne Eves
Chief Executive Officer: Steven Cridland, 01444 247726   Email: council@burgesshill.gov.uk

DECEMBER
Planning Committee Monday 2 December 7pm
Planning Committee Monday 23 December 7pm

JANUARY
Planning Committee Monday 13 January 7pm
Council Monday 27 January 7pm

FEBRUARY

Planning Committee Monday 3 February 7pm

Planning Committee Monday 24 February 7pm

KEEP IN TOUCH – 
If you would like information, dates or times 

concerning Town Council meetings, please contact 
Burgess Hill Town Council’s Help Point at 

96 Church Walk, or telephone 01444 247726. 
Alternatively, email helppoint@burgesshill.gov.uk

or check the website
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/meetingsagendasminutes

BURGESS HILL TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

Burgess Hill Town Council website: www.burgesshill.gov.uk  
The Youth Zone: www.you-bh.com.

MARCH

Planning Committee Monday 9 March 7pm

Council Monday 16 March 7pm

DUNSTALL WARD

Emma Coe-Gunnell White 07984 197990
Email: emma.coe-gunnellwhite@burgesshill.gov.uk

FRANKLANDS WARD

Graham Allen 01444 247316 
Email: graham.allen@burgesshill.gov.uk

Robert Duggan 07808 714180 
Email: robert.duggan@burgesshill.gov.uk 

Janice Henwood 01444 257408 
Email: janice.henwood@burgesshill.gov.uk
GATEHOUSE WARD

Andrew Barrett-Miles 01444 233081 
Email: andrew.barrett-miles@burgesshill.gov.uk
HAMMONDS WARD

Sarah Lawrence 07525 725084 
Email: sarah.lawrence@burgesshill.gov.uk

LEYLANDS WARD

Simon Hicks 01444 245059  
Email: simon.hicks@burgesshill.gov.uk 

Anne Eves 07720 892180 
Email: anne.eves@burgesshill.gov.uk

Max Nielsen 01444 235502 
Email: max.nielsen@burgesshill.gov.uk

MEEDS WARD

Joseph Foster 01444 640674  
Email: joseph.foster@burgesshill.gov.uk 

Tofojjul Hussain 07857 079131 
Email: tofojjul.hussain@burgesshill.gov.uk

NORMAN WARD

Sylvia Neumann 01444 243245 
Email: sylvia.neumann@burgesshill.gov.uk

ST ANDREW’S WARD

Roger Cartwright 01444 230979 
Email: roger.cartwright@burgesshill.gov.uk

Matthew Cornish 01444 232030 
Email: matthew.cornish@burgesshill.gov.uk

Kathleen Willis 07832 950806 
Email: kathleen.willis@burgesshill.gov.uk

ST JOHN'S WARD

Robert Eggleston 01444 242953  
Email: robert.eggleston@burgesshill.gov.uk

VICTORIA WARD

Peter Chapman 07779 968307 
Email: peter.chapman@burgesshill.gov.uk

Lee Gibbs 07484 750363 
Email: lee.gibbs@burgesshill.gov.uk
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• FREE Engineered Delivery   
•  Fully Inclusive Warranty 
•  FREE Courtesy Scooter  
•  Guaranteed Exchange 
•  25% Discount on Servicing

Your Local
Mobility Experts

21 Albert Drive, 
Burgess Hill

RH15 9TN

01444 253 300

Shop Online: www.clearwellmobility.co.uk

All new scooters 
come with our  

comprehensive  
service package

Wheeled  
Walkers

Riser  
Recliners

Mobility 
Scooters

Stairlifts

Book  
your FREE, 

no obligation 
survey!

Adjustable 
Beds
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S COUCH TO 5K
Couch to 5k is a weekly NHS running plan for beginners 
involving 3 runs each week. The programme is designed for 
beginners to gradually build up their running ability so they 
can eventually run 5km without stopping. The pace of the 
9-week running plan has been tried and tested by thousands 
of new runners. 

You can download each week as a podcast or get the entire 
programme as a smartphone app. This One You Couch to 5K 
app gives you a choice of coaches and helps you track your 
progress. As well as Laura, who features on the NHS Couch 
to 5K podcasts, you can also be coached by celebrities 
Jo Whiley, Sarah Millican, Sanjeev Kohli or Michael Johnson.

You can repeat any of the weeks until you feel physically 
ready to move on to the next week. 

Visit www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/couch-to-5k-week-by-
week/ for more information. 

CLAIR PARKRUN – 
RUNNING FOR ALL

Clair Parkrun is a 5km run every Saturday at 9am, at Clair 
Park in Haywards Heath. It’s fun, friendly and free. 

Parkrun is open to everyone, whatever your age or level of 
fitness – families run together, parents run pushing babies in 
buggies, people run alone or with friends. 

There’s no pressure, it's just you against the clock. It’s 
sociable too - every week there’s a post parkrun coffee in a 
local café which you are very welcome to join. 

Parkrun is free but you need to register before your first run 
and take a printed copy of your barcode. 

Clair Parkrun is entirely organised by volunteers – if you 
can help please email clairhelpers@parkrun.com. For further 
information, visit www.parkrun.org.uk/clair/. 
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TUESDAY
Housing & Council Tax Benefit

9am - 11am

Citizens Advice
Help Desk

10am - 4pm

Registrar
12 noon - 4pm

By appointment only - 
01243 642122

THURSDAY

4Sight  9am - 1pm
To book an appointment please call

07545 501216
or email tara.beesely@4sight.org.uk 

Housing Advice
1pm - 3pm

Bi-weekly & by appointment only
01444 477574

FRIDAY
Mid Sussex Wellbeing Outreach

10am - 3.30pm
By appointment only - 01444 477191

NHS Audiology
9am – 2pm

By appointment only

0800 622 6282

NHS Audiology
patients Walk-In Clinic 

2-5pm 
No appointment

necessary

Telephone 01444 247726

H E L P  P O I N T  S U R G E RY  L I S T

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:

MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL
(OUT OF HOURS)

0845 602 1035

CLARION HOUSING GROUP 0300 100 0303

WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
(HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT)

01243 642 105

WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
CONTACT CENTRE

01243 777 100

SOCIAL CARE (Adults)
                       (Children)

01243 642 121
03302 226 664

PRINCESS ROYAL HOSPITAL 01444 441 881

DENTAL EMERGENCIES (NHS DIRECT) 111

The advice sessions are on a drop-in basis, unless otherwise 
stated. To book an appointment either call in at the Town 
Council’s Help Point at 96 Church Walk or telephone 
01444 247 726.

WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA?
For the latest news of events in and around Burgess Hill 
throughout the coming months, visit Burgess Hill Town 
Council’s website, www.burgesshill.gov.uk, contact the 
Town Council’s Tourist Information Centre at 96 Church 
Walk, telephone 01444 238202 or email 
touristinformation@burgesshill.gov.uk.

We also stock a full range of theatre 
brochures along with our ever popular 
Theatre Tokens. 

If you are a local organisation arranging
an event, let us know and we will help you promote it by 
acting as your Box Office.
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CALENDAR
The 2020 Burgess Hill calendar is bursting with colour and 
this year features artwork by members of Burgess Hill Artists 
and students from Burgess Hill Academy. 

We are grateful to the following local businesses for 
sponsoring the calendar: Flavour; Rosanne Florists; Lynne’s 
Café; Gardner & Scardifield; Lemon Leaf; Mabel’s Emporium; 
Munchies; LJ’s Café; Bangkok Brasserie; P & S Gallagher; The 
Hair Studio.

The calendar is an ideal gift for family and friends for 
Christmas. Now available from the Help Point at 96 Church 
Walk and a few sponsoring stores at £4.99, with 10% of 
each sale going to Age UK West Sussex.

Local Guides, Gifts
& Souvenirs

The Shop at Burgess Hill Tourist Information Centre stocks 
local guides and literature along with a range of gifts and 
souvenirs. There is something for everyone whether you are 
new to the area or a long-standing resident.

To find out more, visit 96 Church Walk, Burgess Hill, 
telephone 01444 247726 or email
touristinformation@burgesshill.gov.uk. 

Bring Colour into
Your Home!

A range of stained glass items lovingly crafted by local artist 
Pamela Holmes is available at the Help Point. They are ideal 
decorative pieces for Christmas, birthdays or any other 
special occasion.

RUBBISH AND RECYCLING 
COLLECTIONS OVER 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

Waste and recycling collection days will change over the 
Christmas and New Year period (Saturday 21 December 
until Saturday 4 January 2020).

Collections return to normal from Monday 6 January.

The festive bin collection changes are as follows:

Due collection date New collection date

Monday 23 December Saturday 21 December

Tuesday 24 December Monday 23 December

Wednesday 25 December Tuesday 24 December

Thursday 26 December Friday 27 December

Friday 27 December Saturday 28 December

Monday 30 December No Change

Tuesday 31 December No Change

Wednesday 1 January 2020 Thursday 2 January 2020

Thursday 2 January Friday 3 January

Friday 3 January Saturday 4 January

Garden waste - The last green waste collection will be 
on Friday 20 December. There will be no garden waste 
collections between Monday 23 December and Friday 3 
January 2020. Collections will resume on Monday 6 January.

Christmas tree recycling
Real Christmas trees can be composted in your garden 
waste bin. Alternatively, there will be temporary sites where 
you can drop off your real Christmas tree for recycling. 
These sites will be open between Saturday 28 December 
and Friday 10 January.
More details are available at
www.midsussex.gov.uk/treerecycling.

Further information on Clinical and Bulky Waste collections 
can be found by visiting
www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recycling. 
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SCOUTS CHRISTMAS POST
Post your Burgess Hill Christmas cards with the 7th and 8th 
Burgess Hill Scout Groups.
 
Post boxes will be distributed at public locations throughout 
Burgess Hill, including the Town Council’s Help Point at 
96 Church Walk, from Friday 15 November until midday on 
Thursday 19 December.
 
Christmas cards can only be posted with a RH15 post code. 
The cost is 40p per card.
  
The Christmas cards will be hand delivered by the Scouts 
shortly after 19 December, but in time for Christmas, of 
course.
 
This is a regular and major fund raising event for both Scout 
Groups and your support is much appreciated.  

LAST POSTING DATES
Last recommended
posting date Service

UK
Wednesday 18 December Second Class
Friday 20 December First Class
Saturday 21 December Royal Mail tracked
Monday 23 December Special Delivery Guaranteed
 
International Airmail
Monday 9 December Africa, Asia, Caribbean,
 Central & South America,
 Far & Middle East.
Tuesday 10 December Cyprus, Malta.
Wednesday 11 December Eastern Europe (exc. Poland,
 Czech Republic and Slovakia)
Thursday 12 December Greece, Australia, New  
 Zealand & Turkey.
Saturday 14 December Canada, USA, Czech Republic, 
 Italy, Poland, Finland,
  Sweden. 
Monday 16 December Austria, Denmark, Germany,
 Iceland, Netherlands, Norway,
 Portugal, Slovakia, Spain,  
 Switzerland.
Wednesday 18 December Belgium, France, Ireland,
 Luxembourg. 

ROOMS FOR HIRE
Burgess Hill Town Council has rooms for hire, including 
small meeting rooms and the large Council Chamber, 
at very reasonable rates for business, charities and 
community groups. Daytime and evening bookings can be 
accommodated. The Town Council is located in the town 
centre with public transport and plentiful parking close by.

For further information please contact
booking@burgesshill.gov.uk or 01444 247726.

BURGESS HILL TOWN COUNCIL
HELP POINT

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES

Monday 23 December 2019 9am - 5pm

Tuesday 24 December 2019 9am -12.30pm

Wednesday Christmas Day 2019 CLOSED

Thursday Boxing Day 2019 CLOSED

Friday 27 December 2019 CLOSED

Monday 30 December 2019 9am -12.30pm

Tuesday 31 December 2019 9am -12.30pm

Wednesday New Years Day 2020 CLOSED

Thursday 2 January 2020 9am - 5pm

Friday 3 January 2020 9am - 5pm

During the Christmas period, Help Point surgeries will be 
limited. You are advised to check with the Help Point before 
attending on 01444 247726.
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Are you running a community group that would benefit from 

extra funding and volunteers or maybe you are thinking 

about setting one up? Perhaps you are looking to volunteer 

somewhere.  Mid Sussex Voluntary Action (MSVA) can help. 

MSVA is a registered charity supporting not-for-profit groups 

and organisations in Mid Sussex. It provides information about 

everything to do with running a charity including sources 

of funding, changes to charity law, up to date policies and 

procedures and help with volunteer management, including 

role promotion on its online volunteer database. MSVA also 

runs subsidised training courses and opportunities to network 

with other local organisations.  

Volunteers are the lifeblood of local charities and there are 

opportunities for everyone whatever your age, ability, race or 

religion. If you would like to volunteer, MSVA can help you find 

a suitable role. Whether you have a cause you wish to support, 

want to get involved in local community, improve your career 

prospects, build up skills and confidence or you are looking for 

something that will provide social interaction they can help. 

One way you can help is by becoming a trustee. Trustees 

are the people in charge of a charity. They play a vital role, 

volunteering their time and skills and working together to 

make important decisions about a charity’s work. 

To find out more, go to www.msva.org.uk or ring 01444 

258102. 

SUPPORT FOR LOCAL COMMUNITY
GROUPS AND CHARITIES

STILL SAYING IT WITH FLOWERS
At 67 years and still counting, Burgess Hill Flower Club is one 
of the oldest clubs in the town. 

It began with a group of local women meeting in their own 
homes, the tutors having learnt their skills at The Constance 
Spry School of Flower Arranging. The tutors now are trained 
by National and sometimes International Demonstrators, 
thus incorporating skills from around the world.

The club holds monthly meetings with qualified demonstrators, 
as well as occasional workshops and an annual outing. Group 

members also use their skills to decorate local churches, the 
Help Point, the Library and this year held a workshop during 
the Summer Festival.

Where else would you find an afternoon of entertainment, 
filled with beautiful flowers, refreshments and a congenial 
atmosphere, all for £6? New members are welcome – please 
call 01444 871886 or email alexander9@tiscali.co.uk.
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