BurgessHill

Town Council

ORDER OF SERVICE

A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

to mark the
80™ Anniversary
of

Victory over Japan Day
Friday |5 August, 2025 - 1 1.00am

Burgess Hill War Memorial Garden

Introduction: by Reverend Stephen MacCarthy

On this day we commemorate the 80th anniversary of V] Day; the day when
Japan announced its surrender to the Allies, bringing an end to the Second
World War. We remember with sorrow all those who lost their lives and those
whose future was changed for ever. We are conscious of our need for God’s
forgiveness for the sin and desire to dominate others that leads to conflict
between people, and war between nations.



A time of reflection now follows, during which wreaths will be laid, and as reflective
music is played.

Historic Reading: read by the Town Mayor
Prayer

Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life: hear our prayers and thanksgiving for all whom we
remember this day. Hear our prayers for all who strive for peace and all who
fight for justice. Help us, who today remember the cost of war, to work for a
better tomorrow. And as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict,
bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.Amen.

Hymn - Abide With Me

Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide.

The darkness deepens: Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me!

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day.
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away.
Change and decay in all around | see;

O Thou who changest not, abide with me!

| need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour.

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

| fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;

llls have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory!?
| triumph still, if Thou abide with me!

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee!
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!

Words: Henry F. Lyte Music: William H. Monk 1861



The Formal Prayers

Dear Friends, we express sorrow for the atrocity of war; we pray that former
enemies may be forgiven, and that this and future generations may be freed from
feelings of fear, revenge and hatred, and always be thankful for times of peace
and the opportunity to find joy in the company of one another.

As we remember the many soldiers, sailors and airmen who gave their lives
restraining evil and opposing tyranny, we also come to give thanks for the years

of peace enjoyed since the first V] Day celebrations at the end of the Second
World War.

We remain mindful of the many acts of warfare and terror since that day across
the world, and we continue to pray for lasting peace among the nations. We
pledge to serve you and all mankind in the cause of peace, for the relief of want
and suffering, and the praise of your name.

And yet on this day we gather gratefully and joyfully in celebration for the peace
and love that follows such times of uncertainty, sadness and loss. Above all
things, let us pray that God’s will may be done on earth as it is in heaven, as we
join our voices together and say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Exhortation

Reader: They shall grow not old,
as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them.

All: We will remember them.



THE LAST POST THE SILENCE THE REVEILLE

The Kohima Epitaph

Reader: When you go home, tell them of us and say,
‘For your tomorrow, we gave our today.’

The Raising of the Flag

The Blessing

God Grant to the living, grace;

to the departed, rest;

to the Church, the King, the Commonwealth, and all mankind,
peace and concord;

and to us and all his servants, life everlasting.

And the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be with you this day and always. Amen.

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

God save our gracious King, long live our noble King,

God save the King.

Send him victorious, happy and glorious, long to reign over us.
God save the King.

Thy choicest gifts in store on him be pleased to pour,

long may he reign:

may he defend our laws and ever give us cause to sing with heart and
voice:

God save the King.

Event organised by Burgess Hill Town Council and St John the Evangelist.
Our thanks to Salvation Army for their musical accompaniment,
Helen Underwood Lewis and Royal British Legion.



