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In this Update, I will bring to your attention two projects that are designed to help our residents feel 

good about our town. 

Christmas Village 2025 

This year, we are going to make Burgess Hill ‘the place to go’ for a traditional Christmas Village (or 

market), based upon those that can be seen in our larger towns and cities throughout the country. 

It is an initiative that was first mooted in the dark days of last winter and in the ensuing months an 

outline plan was drawn up.  This was presented to the Community Engagement Key Area Group 

on 7th April 2025 and approval was given for working up the idea and reserving the chalets, using 

funds from the ‘Bridge the Gap’ reserve. The final plan is going back to the Key Area Group next 

month.  

This is what we are hoping to do, between 11th – 14th December: 

16 wooden, gable-roofed, counter chalets will be hired and set out along Church Walk.  Each will 

be provided with power and illuminated with Christmas lights, similar to the picture below.  The 

Village will be open each day from 2.30pm to 8.30pm, so there is plenty of time for evening 

shopping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The goal is to create a festive atmosphere, with beautiful decorations, twinkling lights, the scent of 

festive foods and engaging activities.  It will be a place to do your last-minute Christmas shopping, 

with items to buy that you may not find elsewhere.   

In addition, we plan to have street entertainers, a giant snow globe, Santa sleigh, photo book area, 

carol singers and more.  Prices for traders will start at £350 for the 4 days and there will also be 

sponsorship opportunities. If you want to be part of this event, please contact our Head of 

Projects, ramize@burgesshill.gov.uk or call her on 01444 238217. 

We want this initiative to become an annual event and grow over the years, making it the best in 

Sussex.  This is all part of the Town Council’s commitment to fostering pride and a sense of 

connection to the town. I will update you again as the year goes on. 
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New Bus Shelters and Real-time Passenger Information  

In 2023, the Town Council was fortunate to receive a ‘Mid Sussex Growth Deal’ grant of £309,000 

towards the cost of providing new bus shelters throughout the town, where none had been before 

and equipping all new and existing shelters with real-time passenger information displays (RTPI’s).  

So far we have installed 12 new shelters and 31 RTPI’s, designed to make waiting for a bus a 

much better experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RTPI’s give the arrival times of local buses to the nearest minute and have the ability to 

display up to three services, if that applies.  Each bus has a GPS transponder on board that sends 

a signal to a West Sussex County Council control centre, from where the bus location is 

transmitted to the RTPI displays on the particular route.  The displays are very clear but if a 

passenger has a visual impairment, they can press a button on the shelter to hear the route 

number and arrival time. Clever stuff and all there to help the bus user. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Town Council has now started the 5th and final phase of the project and will be installing 

another three shelters, each with RTPI’s, over the next few months.  These are the new locations: 

 
The new shelters are made from hard-wearing, weather resistant materials for a long service life 

  



• Dumbrills Close stop on Maple Drive 
• Valebridge Drive stop on Janes Lane 
• Denham Road stop on Royal George Road (St.Edward’s Church) 

 
There is the possibility of another round of similar grants from WSCC but we are awaiting more 

detail. 

Sussex Day – Monday 16th June  

Last Monday was the occasion for celebrating the beauty of Sussex and reflecting on how 

fortunate we are to live in the heart of Nature’s richness.  I will finish this update by quoting a poem 

written by Rudyard Kipling in 1902, which says it all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God gives all men all earth to love, 

   But since man’s heart is small, 

Ordains for each one spot shall prove 

  Beloved over all. 

Each to his choice, and I rejoice 

  The lot has fallen to me 

In a fair ground—in a fair ground— 

  Yea, Sussex by the sea!  

 


