
A HUGE boost for Burgess Hill Town Football Club – Leader Update 30 

I am very pleased to say that something big is happening at Leylands Park, the 

home of Burgess Hill Town Football Club.  No sooner had the last league match 

been played in May, the diggers and dumper trucks moved in to start digging up the 

grass pitch that had caused so many matches to be postponed in the past. 

Why?  New owners of the Club, David Corney and Vicky Gaffney, completed the 

purchase of the Club in February 2025, with the pledge that they would invest a 

substantial sum of money to set the Club up for a bright future.  It just so happens 

that David and Vicky are keen football fans and buying a club was on their ‘bucket 

list’!  How big is the investment? I understand that the plans developed so far will 

cost in the region of £1.3M, with £900,000 of that being spent on a new 3G ‘all-

weather’ pitch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have looked in detail at the designs and they are impressive. For example, the 3G 

pitch is not just that but a version that has an additional shock-pad layer, a bit like 

carpet underlay.  This will help to reduce shock injuries to players and make play 

more akin to the feel of a top-class pitch.  There will be six LED lighting towers, 

offering focussed and evenly-spread light on to the pitch and new perimeter fencing. 

In addition, there will be new dugouts, storage areas for the wheel-on goals, a new 

tunnel and the creation of a new ‘Fanzone’, an area for families to sit before and 

after a match, with picnic tables and an outside bar.  In the club house, the Hillians 

Bar and function room are being renovated and redecorated. 

During June, the pitch area was excavated and a new drainage system laid in, vital 

for removing water away from the heavy clay substrate. In July, a total of 3,500 

tonnes of limestone was laid and spread over a membrane layer, to be followed in 

August by the laying of a specialised tarmac for sports use over the levelled 

limestone. 

 

 When finished, the new pitch will be used 7 days-a-week and in all weathers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new pitch is due to be inspected by FIFA on 4th September and the first home 

league game will be played against Carlshalton Athletic on 9th September. 

Who will benefit from all this investment? Of course, the Men’s team but also the 

Women’s team, the under 18’s, the Boy’s Pathway for under 14’s, under 15’s, under 

16s and under 18’s, which allows for talented youngsters to progress their skills and 

in 2026, there will be a Girl’s Pathway set up. Last but not least are the Juniors who, 

at this moment in time, are made up of 550 children in 42 teams ranging from 5 to 18 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Work taking place on 28th July to spread the limestone over the entire pitch area 

 

The Women’s Team were promoted Champions last year in Tier 7 

 



Whether you like football or not, it is great to see the town’s club putting Burgess Hill 

on the map and bringing in an increasing number of fans from other towns.  

To keep up-to-date on their progress, click on this link: https://bhtfc.co.uk/news/ 

 


