Another Update on the Updates — Leader Update 31

Over the past few months, | have been asked several times ‘when are you going to
do another update on your Updates?’. So here it is and | am pleased to say it is far
from gloom and doom.

Update 1 — Wivelsfield Station improvements

Network Rail is still waiting for the transfer of Government funds to come through
before work can start. As of September 2025, there has been no indication as to
when this will be. The improvements include a new passenger lift and footbridge,
giving access to Platform 1 (northbound) for wheelchair users for the very first time in
the station’s history.

Update 2 — Network Rail’s digital poster display in Keymer Road.

This very large display is still telling us ‘Trust Me — I'm a billboard’, although it now
proclaims that travelling by train is easy. Network Rail tells me it should have gone
‘live’ in June’, but there have been delays in finding potential advertisers for the site.

Update 5 — The old Post Office, Station Road.

This planning application (DM/23/2008) has stalled as the proposer has failed to
come back to the Planning Committee with revised plans. Burgess Hill Town
Council objected to the overwhelming nature of the plans and as of September 2025,
it remains ‘Under consideration’ by Mid Sussex District Council.

Update 7 — Why are shops and banks closing? — Update 7

At the beginning of September, Town Council staff carried out a survey of the closed
shops in Burgess Hill and found that 21 shops (not including those in the Martlets),
out of a total of 350, were closed. This equates to 6% and is way below the national
average of 14%. There is GOOD NEWS for Burgess Hill! Many of the shops now
empty are ‘Under Offer’ and the list includes:

Costa, Market Place Shopping Centre

St.Catherine’s Hospice, Church Road

Little Flower Shop, Church Road

Sterling Finance (adjacent to Fox & Sons), Station Road

In addition, the Thomas Cook shop is now a tanning salon called ‘Oh My Tan’ and
the old Millets and Community Hub shops in the Martlets have been taken over by
The Kiln.

On the downside, the Upmarket 22 cafe in Church Road (also known as ‘Frank’s’) is
closing as the business owners are moving north.

Brookleigh Development — Update 9

Progress on this new development continues to be slower than expected and it will
be many years before it is completed. In the meantime, there is still no news about
the new Medical Centre nor is it identified on any plan. In August, West Sussex
County Council announced the decision to pause plans to build the new Bedelands



Secondary School, citing ‘the original projected level of demand for secondary
school places in the local area has not materialised’.

A new Primary School to the east of Isaacs Lane will be built and planning consent is
to be sought in the last quarter of 2025. The school will accommodate up to 420
pupils, with an additional 52-place nursery and a 16-place Special Support Centre.
The Tender process will start in Spring 2026 and it is expected that the new school
will opened in September 2028.

This view shows the unusual shape of the building, with its boundaries flanked by
private housing. Note the roof-mounted photovoltaic panels for energy-efficiency.

Supporting our Schools — Update 21

The Council-led Support Group for The Burgess Hill Academy continues to go from
strength-to-strength and our sixth meeting will be coming up very soon. Since the
last Update, a Burgess Hill business has kindly stepped in to design and install new
bike sheds, without charge, as the original units were collapsing.

The new Trust is to be the Sussex Learning Trust, who also administers Warden
Park, Haywards Heath. The Academy are very excited by this new arrangement and
are looking forward to the changeover later this year, which will bring with it a
proactive management style and increased investment in the school’s facilities.

The ‘Missing’ Lolly and Lollipop People — Update 25

It was confirmed by Mid Sussex District Council that after there was no further
demand for the gifted money, it was transferred to the Council’s General Reserve. It
is therefore no longer available for distribution.

As at mid-September, the Town Council had received two suggestions for Lollipop
Persons, in Junction Road and Leylands Road. These have been passed to West
Sussex County Council. All is needed now are the volunteers to run the crossings!



A new beginning for Martlets Shopping Centre — Update 27

Whilst the revised plans for the redevelopment (Section S73 Amendments) were
approved on 2" June 2025, there has been no significant news about the proposed
Joint Venture between Mid Sussex District Council and New River Retail.

However, most of what we know comes from New River via the small businesses
that occupy part of the old shopping centre. All are saying that they must be out by
the end of November and that works are expected in 2026. Zero Hub have closed
down, the Pantry is now in the Market Place; The Kiln are moving into the Millets
store and Rocking Horse will be in the now closed Fabric Shop (note the rocking
horse in the window!). We wait to hear more about the second-hand store and
Recline@eeze.

In the meantime, New River have started to replace the roof coverings on the flats
above the shops in Martlets and Church Walk, so they can be refurbished and
offered for sale on a leasehold basis.

Projects to help our residents — Update 28

After several name changes, our planned Christmas Market is just that....a
Christmas Market! Work on the design and layout is going well, with almost every
chalet now sponsored and booked with traders. There will be a mix of gifts and food
on sale, all with a Christmas theme. We are now bringing in an ice rink to provide
even more entertainment for residents..

Put the dates in your diaries please, from Thursday 11t to Sunday 14" December.
More information will follow over the next few months..
A HUGE boost for Burgess Hill Football Club — Update 30

The new 3G pitch is finished and looking superb! The first match to use it will take
place on Saturday 20" September against Folkestone Invicta. Kick-off is at 3pm
after a short opening ceremony.

Compass will be running their Match Day Bus service throughout the season,
enabling fans to travel to the ground without the hassle of finding somewhere to
park!




No more postponed matches due to a waterlogged pitch. The new LED floodlights
are focussed on the pitch area and will greatly reduce light disturbance for the club’s
neighbours.

END



