
  

What's happening in town? – Leader Update 32 

Have you noticed a lot of changes going on in town in recent weeks? Changes, what changes, I hear you 

say. This Update is all about SHOPS! 

There has been a lot of adverse and not very helpful comments on social media, making claims that our 

town is dying; I can assure you that is very far from the truth. As I have said before, many of the shop 

closures have occurred due to national corporate decisions and this has given the impression, wrongly, that 

the problem is Burgess Hill.. Absolutely not! 

So what are the changes? 

In the Market Place Shopping Centre, the old Costa shop has been taken over by a business called ‘The 

Godfather’, selling a range of ‘good-as-new’ Vintage clothing, mainly sourced from America but from other 

countries as well. Clothes are sold by the kilo weight, at a price of £20 per kilo, making this a unique 

shopping experience. 

‘The Godfather’ previously traded from a store in the Allwoods Nursery site, on the road to Hassocks. That 

is now the preparation area for clothes before they go to the new shop. 

 

Also in the Market Place, Central Sussex Rotary have been granted a short lease on the Hair Essentials shop, 

which has finally been cleared of all the hair dressing equipment left by the previous tenant. This shop will 

be transformed into this year’s ‘Santa’s Grotto’ and will provide our children (and adults!) with a much-

loved magical experience. 

It was only a matter of time before the name of W.H.Smith would disappear from our high streets, 

following the sale of its stores to investment company Modella Capital. The original name was not included, 

so it has been rebranded ‘T G Jones’, a random name chosen by the new owners. In Burgess Hill, our store 



now displays the new signage and we can only hope that the window displays show a bit more 

imagination! 

 

Just around the corner, near the Church Road bus stops, the Thomas Cook travel store has finally been re-

let after having stood empty for over two years. It is now a tanning and beauty salon called ‘Oh my TAN’, 

with a bright LED sign to tell you just that! 

 

The demise of the Fabric Shop business has done one local enterprise a big favour, as it has released a 

prime retail space at reasonable cost, at just the right time. That enterprise is ‘The Rocking Horse’, 

previously located in the Martlets, next to the old Lidl store. It was under notice to quit by New River Retail 

and had been looking for a suitable place to relocate. The new shop has proved very popular and retains 

the same format as before, by offering small traders a display case or floor space in which to sell models, 

antiques, vinyl records and a host of other items. 



Good news for those who knit and crochet, as there is a stand full of wool and yarns 

 

If you are coming into town by car, you need to be aware that Mid Sussex District Council has recently 

increased its charges by 10p for all time slots. 

 

END  


