January is the month for decisions — Leader Update 35

Across the country, January is generally regarded by Town Council’'s as the month
for decisions and Burgess Hill is no exception. We are tasked with deciding on our
budget for the next year, the number and scope of town events and the work that our
officers are required to do to keep up with the demands of a modern society.

The Full Council met on Monday 26" January and approved a number of
measures, including the precept for 2026/27. For this year, we must find the sum of
£1,323,509 and this requires an increase in the precept of 6.7%, equivalent to a
Band D rate of £96.38. This is £6.19 more than last year.

The precept would have been less than 6% had not been for the fact that, in
December, one of our drop-side vans was stolen and subsequently used in a ram
raid on a local industrial unit. Despite having our Council logo prominently displayed,
the van has not been found and so is an insurance loss. We must replace it quickly
to avoid lengthy delays in our maintenance activity.

At the same Council meeting, the recommendation made by our Community
Engagement committee to combine the Christmas Lights Switch-on and the
Christmas Market was approved. We are calling the event ‘Christmas Festival’ and
it will take place from Thursday 26" to Sunday 29*" November. There will be
chalets selling gifts and food, with the lights switch-on ceremony in the late afternoon
of Friday 27" November. From the feedback we had after our experimental
Christmas Market, opening times will be earlier and there is going to be a lot more in
the way of lights, music, performers and fun activities. More as the year goes on.
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For many years now, our Committees have been called ‘Key Area Groups’ (often
shortened to the rather brutal ‘KAGs’) and this has sometimes caused confusion as
to what powers they hold. They have always had full ‘designated authority’ to make
decisions on behalf of the Council, just like a Committee. So why not call them that?
Well, | am pleased to say that Council have agreed to rename Key Area Groups to
Committees, with immediate effect and at the same time meeting ‘notes’ will become
‘minutes’.




St John’s Park play area improvements, scheduled by Mid Sussex District Council
to start in 2027, will be going out to consultation shortly. The plan is to significantly
upgrade the playground and skatepark facilities and enhance the appearance of the
play area with more seating and planting.

The sum of £560,000 has been allocated, using Section 106 developers’ funds, and
the District Council wish to know how you want that spent. Burgess Hill Town
Council has a St John’s Park Working Group and we are currently meeting
regularly with District officers to establish the consultation process.

If you want to keep up-to-date with the plans for St John’s Patk you can register on
the Mid Sussex Engagement Hub using the link below:

https://engage.midsussex.gov.uk/st-johns-park-masterplan
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This is a great chance to set up St John’s Park play area as you, the residents, want
it so please take part in the consultation when that is announced. | will include the
link in another update, in mid-February.

Next Update — | will be looking at some of the abandoned buildings that blight our
town and will have more news on the progress of Park Centre.
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