BurgessHill

Town Council

MINUTES of the ORDINARY MEETING of the TOWN COUNCIL held in the
Council Chamber on Monday 2" March 2026 at 19.00

Present: Stuart Condie Town Mayor
David Eggleton Deputy Town Mayor
Diane Black
Matthew Cornish

Cedric de Souza
Robert Eggleston
Anne Eves

Bob Foster

Jon Gardner
Matthew Goldsmith
Janice Henwood
Simon Hicks
Trevor Hines
Mohammad Hossain
Tofojjul Hussain
John Orchard
Andy Stowe
Brenda Williams
Peter Williams
Adam White

* Denotes non-attendance.

Also in attendance: Julie Holden - Chief Executive Officer
Sam Kimblin - Administrative Support Officer
8 members of the public

327. OPEN FORUM

No-one spoke at Open Forum.

328. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none.
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329.

330.

W N

331.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Regarding item 9:

The following Councillors declared a personal interest as being elected
as Mid Sussex Councillors: Matthew Cornish, David Eggleton, Robert
Eggleston, Anne Eves (also a member), Janice Henwood, Simon Hicks,
Tofojjul Hussein.

The following additional Councillors declared a personal interest as
being members of the Triangle: Stuart Condie, Jon Gardner, Matthew
Goldsmith, Trevor Hines.

CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

This item was taken out of order at the end of the meeting:

. Standing Orders review has started, Clir Black is chairing and it includes

the complaints process.

Cyprus Hall lease was signed in January.

The Town Mayor had attended a meeting with representatives from our
twinned town of Schmallenberg, they presented a hamper of German
Goodies to the Mayor and he is going to include this as a prize in his
charity event raffle.

The next Mayor’s charity event will be on Friday 20" March at the
Cherry Tree Centre — another Burgess Hill Big Soup evening.

Annual Town Meeting has been agreed to take place on
Wednesday 27t May and will follow the same format as last year.

The Mayor attended the Wellbeing and Health Event on Saturday and
he felt it went very well. He thanked the Community Engagement Team
for organising this event.

The Deputy Town Mayor attended a session of the Yoga Ganapathi -
worship of the god Ganapathi, who is more well known as Ganesha.
The local Hindu community across Worthing, Brighton and Mid Sussex
don’t have a permanent temple but they meet locally and gifted us a
small idol of Ganesha.

The Town Mayor attended one of the Saturday Community School days
at Burgess Hill Tamil School and was very interested to see the work
they do at the Sidney West Community Centre in Burgess Hill. They
have gifted a second blanket to the Council.

COUNCIL MINUTES

It was clarified that the minutes had been amended at p156 to clarify
that Resolutions/Decisions are made by the Committees and
Recommendations passed to full council.

RESOLVED: The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council, held on
Monday 26th January 2026 were agreed and signed as a correct record.
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332.

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES

RESOLVED: The Minutes and decisions of the meetings of the Planning
Committees held on 27" January and 16™ February were noted.

333. STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES

334.

The Chair of the committee introduced the minutes.
RESOLVED:

1) To await the revised plans and business case from the Cricket Club,
but to recommend that should these plans not come forward by 1st
December 2026 then the Council will withdraw its pledge of financial
support to the scheme. However, should new plans come forward
within this period continued support will be conditional upon:

() A reasonable degree of confidence that planning
permission was more likely to be forthcoming,

(i) the proposed redevelopment including community use,

(iii) there being a viable business plan

(iv) agreed governance arrangements.

2) to note the remaining resolutions in the minutes of 2" February 2026.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Chair of the Committee introduced the minutes.

In response to a query as to why the meeting this meeting was held at
17.30 instead of 19.00, it was advised that the meeting was emergent
and it was the only time available in order to get the policies to this
council and the resolution on the event.

One Councillor advised that he still felt the Social Media strategy lacked
clarity as to business advertising and that he felt the social media posts
should indicate who the poster was. It was replied that the Head of
Community Engagement is responsible for all Social Media posts, that
to name each staff member posting would not be appropriate.

RESOLVED:

1) to adopt the Social Media strategy as circulated as part of the
Agenda and Papers to the Community Engagement Committee of
27" February

2) to adopt the Communication Strategy as circulated as part of the

Agenda and Papers to the Community Engagement Committee of
27" February.
3) to note the remaining decision of the meeting of 27t February.
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335.

TRIANGLE LEISURE CENTRE

Members of the Public were invited to comment on their concerns as to
the Triangle Leisure Centre. Points included:

The Triangle is a design and build scheme and suffers from poor design
and poor implementation, including poor quality materials and frequently
malfunctioning mechanical and electrical infrastructure and equipment.

Concerns with statutory health and safety breaches including blocking
of fire exits, poor staff training on health and safety procedures. Very
poor cleaning standards.

Health suite facilities have been out of action for months with no
information about when the equipment will be fixed. When challenged
it has been difficult to obtain a refund or furlough on membership.

The cost to hire a court for paddle tennis has increased significantly. It's
now £30 per hour for members and £40 per hour for non-members.
Before 15t January 2026 it was free of charge for members.

Disability access — No automatic doors in the building for wheelchair
users. One fire evacuation door has 2 steps outside it instead of a ramp.
The staff used to assist wheelchair users to get from their cars to the
building but for the past year, they will only assist people once they are
inside the building. Approximately half of the health suite equipment that
was designed for disabled attendees is out of order.

Alterations made since the building was opened have made ease of use
and access for wheelchair users much more difficult.

Several members of the public stated they have written to both Mid
Sussex District (MSDC) and Places Leisure (PL) but not received
satisfactory replies. They would ask that Burgess Hill Town Council
(BHTC) conduct an inspection of the Triangle to prepare a report for PL
and MSDC to highlight the problems and request a programme for
addressing these.

The Councillors then spoke. One Councillor had written to Clir Chris
Hobbs and Clir Mike Kennedy (The Clir Chairman) at MSDC. The reply
did not give assurance as to resolving issues.

Many aspects of the Triangle were a bespoke design, which means
maintenance issues are difficult to fix. If members of the public have
genuine concerns about health and safety and fire regulation issues,
then there is some urgency to raising these issues and some items may
need to be prioritised over others.
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There were concerns as to lost revenue due to access control at the
centre, many non-payers were believed to access the facilities as a
result. If this was addressed there would be more revenue to address
maintenance.

The Triangle is undeniably problematic as are the other two leisure
centres in the district. It is not always easy to rectify bespoke building
problems. It was suggested the concerns should be taken to MSDC and
PL asking how they were addressing the issues and if not, why not.

If BHTC take this forward, MSDC will want to see evidence and we need
to gather this before we approach them formally. We need to give
MSDC and the service provider the opportunity to respond.

It was acknowledged that any surveys carried out would need to be with
PL consent, it would be better if MSDC and PL could be present.

A working party to look in to this was suggested, it was stated that this
could include the public and would have terms of reference.

The Chief Executive said she has a short meeting later this week with
Rob Anderton (MSDC Assistant Director for Commercial Services and
Contracts) on another matter, but she will give him details of the issues
raised in this evening’s meeting and feedback any comment from him.

Some MSDC Councillors have put in a request for the MSDC Place and
Environment Scrutiny Committee to review the concerns raised as to the
Triangle.

It was also mentioned that Places Leisure make an annual report to the
District Council in the autumn, which this could feed in to.

The public were thanked or raising the issue here and also encouraged
to submit a question in advance to the next Full Mid Sussex DC Council
Meeting on 25" March.

It was advised that in order to move this forward the resolution would
need to include the Terms of Reference otherwise this would have to
come back for approval.

RESOLVED: To form a Working Group to undertake a fact-finding visit
to the Triangle Centre with a view to having a comprehensive survey
carried out in conjunction with Places Leisure and Mid Sussex District
Council; in order to review and provide a report as to the issues raised
by residents and to obtain evidence regarding access control, pricing,
maintenance and health and safety.
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The Working Group will be formed of:

Clirs Peter Williams, John Orchard, Trevor Hines, Jon Gardner and
Matthew Goldsmith, together with Mr Gordon Parr and Mr Mike
Graysmark.

336. DIARY DATES
The forthcoming meetings and diary dates were noted.

The Meeting was closed at 8.08pm

Chairmans Signature
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