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Message from the Mayor

I was honoured to be recently 
re-elected as Town Mayor for 
another year. I would like to thank 
residents and fellow councillors 
for their continued support, and I 
look forward to representing Burgess Hill over the 
months ahead. My chosen charity for 2026/2027 
will continue to be BHT Pathfinder. I am excited 
to continue to support this charity and the great 
work they do in the community.

Many of you will have spoken with the Deputy 
Town Mayor at our Annual Town Meeting in May. 
If you were unable to attend the meeting, but 
would still like an opportunity to speak to your 
Councillors, residents are welcome to attend any 
of the public Council Meetings, or the regular 
Saturday Councillor Drop-ins. 

We have a busy programme of activities and 
community initiatives taking place across 
the town from summer through to autumn. 
From Urban Beach and Rock Up and Ride 
to Tea Parties, Halloween celebrations and 
Remembrance events, there will be plenty of 
opportunities for residents of all ages to get 
involved and spend time together. 

I hope you enjoy reading this issue, and I look 
forward to seeing many of you at events and 
activities across Burgess Hill in the coming months.

If you would like me to attend your event please 
visit the Town Mayor page on our website.  
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-mayor/

Burgess Hill Town Mayor, Stuart Condie
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SEnjoying the Summer in Burgess Hill

This issue we are celebrating 30 years of the 
Burgess Hill Town Council Help Point, a significant 
milestone for the Council’s support for residents. 
The Help Point provides a single point of contact 
for all local government enquiries in West Sussex, 
through a valuable face-to-face service. 

On page 13 you can find more details on the Help 
Point’s 30th anniversary, including highlights 
from their years of service, improvements made, 
and future plans. The Help Point section of this 
issue, page 11 to page 18, additionally highlights 
current news, shop information, and surgery 
times, so you can keep up to date with all of the 
support the team are providing.

We are also highlighting all of the events and 
projects happening in Burgess Hill over the 
next few months, and sharing updates from our 
wonderful community groups.

Enjoy the issue!

Editor of About Town, Emily Adams

St John’s Church Spire, submitted by Phillip Dennett

http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-mayor/
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Editorial and Advertising 

The next issue will be published in November 
2026, the advertising and copy deadlines will  
be 16 and 23 September respectively. Please  
get in contact in advance of the deadline to 
reserve space. 

Contact Details: 
Advertising – advertising@burgesshill.gov.uk 
Editorial – abouttown@burgesshill.gov.uk

About Town is published by Burgess Hill Town 
Council. 

Advertisements:
Burgess Hill Town Council does not accept any 
responsibility for any default on the part of 
advertisers in About Town. The views expressed 
in the contents of About Town and as defined by 
the editorial staff are not necessarily those of the 
Town Council. Burgess Hill Town Council does  
not endorse any advertisements published in 
About Town.

Messages		  Page 3

Keep in touch		  Page 4

Events			  Pages 5-9

News			   Page 10

Help Point		  Pages 11-18

Community		  Pages 19-22

Contents...

Keep in Touch
Find our latest news and updates on our  
social media: 

	 @BurgessHillTownCouncil

	 @BurgessHillTownCouncil

Receive a digital copy of About Town –  
sign up through our website:  
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/about-town-mailing-list

Sign up to our Events Mailing List through our 
website to receive email notifications of ALL Town 
Council Events! We have plenty of exciting events 
coming up so make sure you are in the know – 
sign up here: www.burgesshill.gov.uk/events-
mailing-list

K
E

E
P

 I
N

 T
O

U
C

H

mailto:advertising%40burgesshill.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:abouttown@burgesshill.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BurgessHillTownCouncil?locale=nl_NL
https://www.instagram.com/burgesshilltowncouncil/
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/about-town-mailing-list
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/events-mailing-list
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/events-mailing-list
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(11am – 3pm), Sheddingdean Baptist Church  
will be attending with crafts for the little ones 
(11am – 2pm), and Burgess Hill Football Club will 
be open to purchase hot drinks and cakes.

Four coaching sessions will be available, which 
must be booked in advance, but those not wishing 
to be coached can drop along and enjoy the use of 
the track between the coaching sessions (helmets 
and long trousers are requested please). 

To register visit: www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-
community-town-events-rock-up-and-ride/ 

Rock up and Ride is organised by Burgess Hill 
Town Council, funded by The Burgess Hill District 
Lions, and in coordination with Gosport BMX and 
Respect Youth Club. The Jay’s Paint Shop activity 
has been funded by Mid Sussex District Council.

Niki Spiers, a World Class competitor and Qualified 
Coach from Gosport BMX, will be available to offer 
coaching to children of all ages, on Tuesday 4 
August, 10.30am – 4pm, at Burgess Hill BMX track. 
Whether they are new to the track or want some help 
to progress their skills, coach Niki will be on hand!

DJ Matt will be spinning the tunes and there  
will be graffiti style art with Jay’s Paint Shop 

Rock up and Ride is back 
for the summer, proudly 
sponsored by The Burgess 
Hill District Lions! 
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Rooted in Trust.Rooted in Trust.
Focused on You.Focused on You.
Rooted in Trust.
Focused on You.

bennettoakley.co.ukbennettoakley.co.uk
lawyers@bennettoakley.co.uklawyers@bennettoakley.co.uk
01444 23523201444 235232

bennettoakley.co.uk
lawyers@bennettoakley.co.uk
01444 235232

Contact usContact us    Today:Today:Contact us  Today:

Clear, practical guidance
on your next steps

Conveyancing 
Wills & Probate
Family Law 
Business Services
Commercial Property
Employment Law
Dispute Resolution

http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community-town-events-rock-up-and-ride/
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community-town-events-rock-up-and-ride/
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/events/rock-up-and-ride/
http://www.bennettoakley.co.uk
mailto:lawyers%40bennettoakley.co.uk?subject=
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Move it Monday

Join us throughout August for free, fun, sports 
sessions brought to you by qualified coaches. 

After successful sessions last summer and 
Easter, Move it Monday is back for another 
summer! Interested in trying a new sport in a fun 
environment? Then come along to one of our 8 
sports sessions running on Mondays in August.

Complete the waiver online and turn up! 

3 August: 	 Tennis 10am – 12 noon

	 Basketball 2pm – 4pm

10 August: 	Basketball 10am – 12 noon

	 Hockey 2pm – 4pm 

17 August: 	Basketball 10am – 12 noon

	 Pickleball 2pm – 4pm

24 August: 	Basketball 10am – 12 noon 

	 Hockey 2pm – 4pm

To find out the full details of each week, including 
times and locations, head to our website, pop into 
the Help Point or telephone 01444 247726.

www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/
town-events/

Wowzer Wednesday 

This August is the return of Wowzer Wednesdays! 
Each week will bring fun free activities to Burgess 
Hill. Wowzer Wednesday starts with craft sessions 
at The Hub (formerly the Millets unit) run by the 
Creative Community. There will be 3 sessions, 
which are bookable via ticket source or by calling 
the Help Point. Tickets available to book from 
Wednesday 22 July. 

The second week will host Circus All Stars on 
Church Walk, where children can try out circus 
tricks and learn new skills. Just turn up and take 
part! 

We then have JOLF hosting the third Wednesday. 
This is a fun, engaging way to experience and 
play golf! JOLF have a games based approach 
to learning golf, providing children with the 
opportunity to play games and tasks that are 
based around the skills for golf. 

Ready, set… bounce! The final Wednesday in 
August will have inflatables in St John’s Park. 
Suitable for children of all ages, just rock up  
and enjoy!

To find out the full details of each week, including 
times and locations, head to our website, pop into 
the Help Point or telephone 01444 247726.

www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/
town-events/

Summer Fun Starts This August

http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/town-events/
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/town-events/
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/town-events/
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/town-community/town-events/
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Sessions are FREE but a waiver must
be completed ahead of participation.

MOVE MORE THIS AUGUST!

FREE

Sessions run every 
Wednesday in August

Craft Sessions5th
*Booking required

Circus All Stars12th

Jolf19th

Inflatables26th

FREE

Remembrance 2026
On Remembrance Sunday, 8 November, 
at 10.45am, residents are invited to attend 
a short ceremony at the War Memorial in 
Church Walk. The parade will form at Cyprus 
Road car park at 10.05am leaving at 10.15am.

Anyone wishing to lay a wreath or take part 
in the parade, please contact Sarah Voce, 
email pao.burgesshill@talktalk.net, or 
telephone 01444 246655.

On Wednesday 11 November, at 11am, 
there will be a two-minute silence and a 
short ceremony at the War Memorial, which 
residents and visitors are invited to attend.

The King’s Church, RH15 9LR
Wednesday 29 July

12.30-2pm & 2.30-4pm

Family Fun
Sessions

Family Fun
Sessions

-FOR FAMILIES OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES (SEND) 
-FOR FAMILIES OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES (SEND) 

Co-organised by

FREE REGISTRATION  REQUIRED. 
To book and for more information:
scan the QR code, call 01444 247726 or visit
www.burgesshill.gov.uk/family-fun-sessions

Sponsored by
The Budding
Foundation 
Reg No. 1155335

mailto:pao.burgesshill%40talktalk.net?subject=
http://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/family-fun-sessions
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Attendance is free but tickets MUST be booked 
in advance from 1  September via The Help Point st

at 96 Church Walk or by calling 01444 247726 

Thursday 1  October     From 2-4pmst

Kings Weald Community Centre

SILVER SUNDAY CELEBRATIONSSILVER SUNDAY CELEBRATIONSSILVER SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS

JOIN US FOR REFRESHMENTS &
 MUSICAL ENTERTAIMENT!

-for Burgess Hill residents who are senior citizens and adults who are feeling isolated

P & S GALLAGHER 
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS 

Weald House,  
111 Lower Church Road, 
Burgess Hill  RH15 9AA 

          Matthew Gallagher Suite, Haywards Heath 

 Fraser House,  
20 Sussex Road,  

Haywards Heath RH16 4EA 

The Old Barber Shop,  
High Street, 

Cuckfield  RH17 5JX 

We are able to offer direct cremations, traditional and contemporary burials 
and cremations, including multi-faith and non-faith services. 

We take great care in arranging every detail for a funeral service, from the 
practical elements of a funeral to the finer details and requests that make 

the funeral a unique and fitting tribute.  

The Service Suite within our Haywards Heath premises can accommodate up 
to 50 mourners, where families can hold a funeral service of their own 

choice, prior to an attended or unattended burial or cremation.                                                                                                                  
               01444 239869 (24hrs)                      01444 451166 (24hrs)         

www.pandsgallagher.co.uk 

http://www.pandsgallagher.co.uk
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Halloween Trail 2026
It’s time to get spooky with the Halloween Trail! 
Running from 26 – 30 October, the trail will 
take children around the town centre, following 
a ghostly tale… and supporting our local 
businesses!

The Halloween Trail follows the success of the 
Easter Trail, which saw over 200 children take to 
the town centre in search of Bramble the Bunny 
bonnet items – we can’t wait to see how many 
take part this time around!

Every child that enters the trail will receive a 
prize, and be entered into our prize draw. All 

you have to do is collect your trail map from the 
Help Point, follow the clues around the town 
and return your completed form to the Help 
Point to claim your prize!
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Church Walk
10am-4pm

Open 7 days a week 
23 July - 31 August

Church Walk
10am-4pm

Open 7 days a week 
23 July - 31 August

For more info 
contact 01444 247726 
or email communityteam@burgesshill.gov.uk

mailto:communityteam%40burgesshill.gov.uk?subject=
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Annual 
Town Report 
Highlights 
Busy Year 
for the Town
The Annual Town 
Report for 2025/26, 
presented at the 
Annual Town Meeting 
on 27 May highlights 
another busy and 
positive year for the 
town, with a focus on 
community support, 
public spaces and 
local events.

The report reflects 
the Council’s ongoing 
commitment to 
improving facilities, 
supporting residents 
and helping Burgess 
Hill continue to thrive.

You can read the 
full report at www.
burgesshill.gov.uk/
council-its-services/
annual-report/

https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/council-its-services/annual-report/
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/council-its-services/annual-report/
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/council-its-services/annual-report/
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/council-its-services/annual-report/
mailto:council%40burgesshill.gov.uk?subject=
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Town Mayor: Stuart Condie
Deputy Town Mayor: David Eggleton

DUNSTALL WARD
Diane Black	 Phone: 07742 920162
Email: diane.black@burgesshill.gov.uk

Peter Williams	 Phone: 07879 643995
Email: peter.williams@burgesshill.gov.uk

GATEHOUSE WARD
Adam White	 Phone: 07846 810545
Email: adam.white@burgesshill.gov.uk

FRANKLANDS WARD
Trevor Hines
Email: trevor.hines@burgesshill.gov.uk

Janice Henwood *	 Phone: 01444 257408
Email: janice.henwood@burgesshill.gov.uk

David Eggleton *	 Phone: 07714 643944
Email: david.eggleton@burgesshill.gov.uk

ST JOHN’S WARD
Andy Stowe	 Phone: 07830 131865
Email: andy.stowe@burgesshill.gov.uk

VICTORIA WARD
John Orchard	 Phone: 07895 226243
Email: john.orchard@burgesshill.gov.uk

Brenda Williams	 Phone: 07702 109947
Email: brenda.williams@burgesshill.gov.uk

Matthew Goldsmith	 Phone: 07895 226834
Email: matthew.goldsmith@burgesshill.gov.uk

Burgess Hill Town Councillors Contact Details
LEYLANDS WARD
Simon Hicks *	 Phone: 01444 245059
Email: simon.hicks@burgesshill.gov.uk

Anne Eves *	 Phone: 01444 245059
Email: anne.eves@burgesshill.gov.uk

Mohammad Hossain	 Phone: 07553 511438
Email: mohammad.hossain@burgesshill.gov.uk

MEEDS AND HAMMONDS WARD
Tofojjul Hussain *	 Phone: 07857 079313
Email: tofojjul.hussain@burgesshill.gov.uk

Robert Eggleston *	 Phone: 01444 242953
Email: robert.eggleston@burgesshill.gov.uk

ST ANDREW’S WARD
Matthew Cornish *	 Phone: 07814 939230
Email: matthew.cornish@burgesshill.gov.uk

Jon Gardner	 Phone: 07867 975967
Email: jon.gardner@burgesshill.gov.uk

Cedric de Souza	 Phone: 07725 080239
Email: cedric.desouza@burgesshill.gov.uk

BROOKLEIGH EAST WARD
Bob Foster	 Phone: 07720 773788
Email: bob.foster@burgesshill.gov.uk

BROOKLEIGH WEST WARD
Stuart Condie	 Phone: 07711 152105
Email: stuart.condie@burgesshill.gov.uk

*Mid Sussex District Councillor
For further information on Committees and Committee members 
please find the information on our website by using the below details:
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/committees/
Updated May 2026

mailto:diane.black@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:peter.williams@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:adam.white@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:trevor.hines@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:janice.henwood@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:david.eggleton@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:andy.stowe@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:john.orchard@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:brenda.williams@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:matthew.goldsmith@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:simon.hicks@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:anne.eves@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:mohammad.hossain@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:tofojjul.hussain@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:robert.eggleston@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:matthew.cornish@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:jon.gardner@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:cedric.desouza@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:bob.foster@burgesshill.gov.uk
mailto:stuart.condie@burgesshill.gov.uk
https://www.burgesshill.gov.uk/committees/
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Residents of Burgess Hill are warmly invited 
to attend our regular Police and PCSO Beat 
Surgery, held monthly at the Help Point in 
Burgess Hill Town Council.

These friendly sessions take place from 10am – 
11.30am and offer a great opportunity to meet 
your local policing team, ask questions, share 
concerns, or simply have a chat about issues 
affecting your neighbourhood.

The next surgery will be held on Tuesday 4 August, 
after which sessions will continue on the first 
Tuesday of each month on the following dates:

•	 Tuesday 1 September 2026

•	 Tuesday 6 October 2026

•	 Tuesday 3 November 2026

•	 Tuesday 1 December 2026

The Beat Surgery provides a welcoming and 
informal space where residents can speak 
directly with a Police Officer or Police Community 
Support Officer (PCSO). Whether you would like 
advice, wish to raise concerns about anti-social 
behaviour, or discuss general neighbourhood 
safety, the team will be there to listen and help.

There’s no need to book an appointment – just 
drop in during the session.

These regular meetings are part of our ongoing 
commitment to working closely with the 
community and making sure residents’ voices are 
heard. We encourage everyone to make the most 
of this opportunity to connect with their local 
policing team and play a part in keeping Burgess 
Hill a safe and supportive place to live.

Monthly Police & PCSO Beat Surgery  
at the Help Point
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This year marks a significant milestone for 
Burgess Hill Town Council’s award-winning 
Help Point, as it celebrates 30 years of serving 
residents, visitors and local businesses.

The Help Point and Burgess Hill Town Council 
offices were officially opened on 11 November 
1996 by the late Rt Hon Paddy Ashdown MP. 
Since then, the Help Point has become a trusted 
and valued community resource, providing 
information, advice and support to tens of 
thousands of residents over the past three decades.

In 2021, the Help Point celebrated its 25th 
anniversary with a major relaunch following an 
extensive refurbishment. This introduced new 
technology, a public access computer terminal 
and a retail space supporting local traders and 
small businesses. The relaunch marked a new 
chapter for the service, ensuring the Help Point 
remained modern, accessible and responsive to 
the needs of the community.

For 30 years, the Help Point has operated as a 
‘one-stop shop’, providing residents with a single 
point of contact for local government services 
and community information across Mid Sussex. 
The friendly and dedicated team continues to 
support residents with a wide range of enquiries 
and, when necessary, signposts them to the 
appropriate organisations for further assistance.

Over the years, the Help Point has continually 
evolved to meet changing community 

needs. From developing 
strong partnerships with 
organisations such as the 
Food Bank, the Pantry, Sussex 
Police and many other 
agencies, to introducing new 
technology and expanding 
support services, including the current Lloyds 
Bank Hub, it has remained at the heart of 
community support in Burgess Hill.

Looking to the future, Burgess Hill Town Council 
remains committed to ensuring the Help Point 
continues to evolve and respond to the needs of 
the community, maintaining its role as a vital hub 
for residents, businesses and visitors alike.

Later this year, to mark this special 30th 
anniversary, Burgess Hill Town Council will 
celebrate the Help Point’s three decades of 
service, with further details to be announced.

Burgess Hill Help Point –  
30 Years of Supporting the Community
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As the days grow longer and Sussex bursts 
into colour, there’s never been a better time to 
explore the wonderful attractions right on our 
doorstep. From hidden pathways in Burgess 
Hill to beautiful charity gardens and exciting 
family adventures across Sussex, here are some 
fantastic ways to enjoy the season.

Burgess Hill Twittens

The popular Burgess Hill Twittens – 9 Walks 
Around Burgess Hill guide offers residents and 
visitors the chance to enjoy a series of easy and 
accessible walking routes suitable for all ages. 
Each walk uncovers tucked-away corners of the 
town, peaceful green spaces, and surprising 
historical details that many residents pass by 
every day without noticing.

Walking the twittens is a wonderful way to stay 
active, meet neighbours, and appreciate the 
unique charm of Burgess Hill at a relaxed pace. 
Whether you choose a short afternoon stroll or 
challenge yourself to complete all nine walks, 
you’re sure to discover something new. Pick up a 
leaflet from the Help Point to get you started.

National Garden Scheme – Gardens open for 
Charity 2026

Garden lovers are in for a treat this summer thanks 
to the wonderful work of the National Garden 
Scheme. Across Sussex and the surrounding 
counties, private gardens are opening their gates to 
the public in support of nursing and health charities.

Visitors can enjoy beautifully designed cottage 
gardens, inspiring wildlife spaces, colourful floral 
displays, and tranquil countryside retreats — 
many of which are rarely accessible to the public. 
Entry fees and refreshments help raise vital funds 
for charities including Macmillan Cancer Support, 
Marie Curie, and community nursing services.

Open garden visits make a perfect day out 
for couples, families, gardening enthusiasts, 
and anyone looking for inspiration for their 
own outdoor space. Many gardens also offer 
homemade cakes, plant sales, and opportunities 
to chat with passionate local gardeners. Pop into 
the Help Point to pick up a booklet.

Sussex Top Attractions

If you’re planning family adventures this summer, 
the Sussex Top Attractions – Great Days Out in 
Sussex leaflet is packed with ideas for memorable 

Discover Burgess Hill & Beyond This Summer
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and steam railways to wildlife parks, gardens, 
museums, and seaside fun, Sussex offers 
something for every age and interest. Pick up a 
leaflet from the Help Point to help you plan your 
summer adventures.

Brighton Sealife Centre – Exclusive Discount

One of the county’s most popular attractions 
remains SEA LIFE Brighton, located right on 
Brighton seafront. Home to fascinating marine 
creatures including sharks, rays, turtles, and 
colourful tropical fish, it’s an ideal all-weather 
destination for families.

Even better news for Burgess Hill residents –  
SEA LIFE Brighton is currently offering an 
exclusive 30% online discount for Burgess Hill 
residents when booking in advance online. It’s 

a fantastic opportunity to enjoy an affordable 
day out while exploring one of the UK’s oldest 
operating aquariums. Visit the Help Point to 
collect the code to secure this fantastic offer. 

Whether you’re uncovering Burgess Hill’s hidden 
twittens, admiring stunning charity gardens, or 
enjoying family adventures across Sussex, there 
are countless opportunities to explore, relax, and 
connect with the local community this season.

Sometimes the very best days out are much closer 
to home than we realise.

Emergency Numbers
Mid Sussex District Council (out of hours) - 
01444 458166

Clarion Housing Group - 0300 500 8000

West Sussex County Council Highways 
Department - 01243 642105

West Sussex County Council Contact Centre - 
01243 777100

Social Care (Adults) - 01243 642121

Social Care (Children) - 01403 229900

Citizens Advice - 0808 278 7969

Princess Royal Hospital - 01444 441881

Dental Emergencies (NHS Dentists) - 111
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West Sussex County Council’s Community Safety 
and Wellbeing service works to help residents 
remain safe within their communities.

Working directly with individuals, community 
groups, partners and professionals they provide 
practical, easy-to-understand advice on topics 
such as fraud, hate crime and domestic abuse.

They also offer free talks and awareness sessions 
on online safety, both in person and online.

Libraries and local council buildings play an 
important role in this work as trusted community 
spaces they host many of the team’s online safety 
events. 

One of the team’s most popular talks is called 
“Are You Scam Savvy?”, which gives residents 
the opportunity to learn more about the rise in 
scams, including telephone, courier and romance 
fraud and what they can do to stop 
becoming a victim. 

If you’re not sure how to be “scam 
savvy”, here are some top tips to 
follow:

•	 Stay alert: Don’t share personal 
or financial information unless 
you are 100% sure who you are 
dealing with.

•	 Check before you click: Don’t 
open attachments or click on 
suspicious links in texts or emails.

•	 Spot the red flags: Unsolicited calls, pressure to 
act quickly, or offers that seem too good to be 
true are some of the key red flags to watch out 
for.

•	 Verify calls, texts and emails: Contact 
organisations/companies directly using their 
official contact details – never trust caller ID 
alone.

•	 Trust your instincts: If something doesn’t 
feel right, it is okay to say “no.” You can always 
ask someone you trust for support and make 
decisions in your own time.

If you’re part of a community group and you think 
you’d benefit from an “Are You Scam Savvy?” talk, 
or a talk on another online safety topic, please 
email communitysafety.wellbeing@westsussex.
gov.uk – they are always happy to help!

Supporting Safer Communities

mailto:communitysafety.wellbeing@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:communitysafety.wellbeing@westsussex.gov.uk
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As part of the National Year of Reading, there 
has never been a better time to rediscover the 
joy of books created right here within our own 
community.

At the Help Point Shop, a collection of locally 
authored books is connecting readers with writers 
who live, work, and create among us. From fiction 
and memoir to poetry and children’s stories, these 
books reflect familiar places, shared experiences, 
and local creativity.

We are proud to support books from local writers 
including:

•	 John Twisleton

•	 Sue Wickstead

•	 Beverley Dickson

•	 Stuart Condie

•	 Chris Siddall

•	 Patricia Rykiel

•	 Michael S. Welch

•	 Trina Chapman

•	 Robert Cohen

•	 Gordon Davies

•	 Amanda Davey

•	 Charlie Cord Hunter

•	 Matt Newnham

These are more than stories – they are voices from 
our own community. By supporting local authors, 
readers help encourage creativity and celebrate a 
culture of reading that is inclusive, accessible, and 
close to home.

This National Year of Reading, why not explore 
the books available at the Help Point Shop? You 
may discover a new favourite author whose story 
starts just around the corner.

Stories Close to Home:  
Local Authors at the Help Point Shop
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Saturday Councillor 
Drop-in
The Help Point is opened by Councillors 
10am – 12 noon, every second and fourth 
Saturday of the Month to discuss local issues 
(please note the normal Help Point services 
and shop are not available during this time).

Your local councillor is there to respond 
to your queries and further investigate 
your concerns; to communicate council 
decisions that affect you, to know and work 
with representatives of local organisations, 
interest groups and businesses and to 
represent your views at council meetings.

If you need help with any of this, please do 
pop in.

New planters in Church Walk, installed by the 
Town Council Maintenance Team



19

What happens when one’s life completely 
changes? When the person we always went 
with to the theatre, cinema, or just a walk, is 
no longer there. It can be divorce, end of life, 
change of address. Whatever the cause, it can  
be a difficult time.

But The Group has it covered. For men and 
women, aged 55+, The Group has been bringing 
people all over Sussex together for almost twenty 
years. It celebrates its 20th birthday with a very 
special event in Brighton this summer.

Relationships/friendships – which is it? Well, it’s 
both. The Group never describes itself as a dating 
club. What it is, is an opportunity to meet new 
people, doing the things you want to do. 

The Group meets at The Railway pub in Burgess 
Hill on the second Monday evening of every 
month. Come along. You are assured of a warm 
welcome. After all, our members, male and 
female, know how it feels to be starting again.

For more information, you can call one of the 
numbers on the website, www.thegroup.org.uk 
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Steve Furber has recently accepted the chair 
of Burgess Hill u3a. Steve and his wife Hazel 
had been members of Canterbury u3a before 
moving to Burgess Hill about eight years ago. 
After moving from Canterbury, they joined 
Burgess Hill because of the wide variety of 
activities on offer, ranging from sports events, 
music, quizzing, literature, outings and much 
more. In Steve’s view for anyone over 50 “there 
is something in u3a that will interest them “

Steve has already done one stint as chairman 
of Burgess Hill u3a and was happy to step into 

the breach once more. He 
describes the organisation as 
“mixing learning with fun, a 
sort of youth club for those 
who might be getting on a 
bit in years but are still keen 
to participate and take on new challenges”. 
Until he took on the chairmanship, Steve was 
events organiser for Burgess Hill u3a, arranging 
outings, beetle drives etc.

For further information contact 07958 776397 
or https://burgess-hill.u3asite.uk

A Welcoming Space for Singles 55+

New Chair for Burgess Hill u3a 

http://www.thegroup.org.uk
https://burgess-hill.u3asite.uk
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The Burgess Hill Heritage & History Association 
is a thriving local group dedicated to finding out 
about the history of our town, and preserving it 
for future generations.

There is a full and varied programme of talks and 
events held throughout the year. So far in 2026 
we have seen record attendance at some of our 
talks on subjects such as Sussex Witchcraft and 
Brightons tramways. 

A list of the remainder of this year’s events, 
together with lots of other interesting information 
and photos of Burgess Hill in bygone days, can be 
found online at burgesshillheritagehistory.org.uk. 

If you have not had a chance to see the website, 
you might be surprised how much there is to 
know about the history of Burgess Hill, such as: 
The Roman Road, Farming, the Brick and Tile 
Industry, the Railways, Emily Temple, and The 
Victoria Pleasure Gardens. 

Our meetings are usually held at the Cyprus Hall, 
Burgess Hill, on the second Friday of the month. 
Everyone is welcome, currently there is a small 
charge of £3 (members) and £5 (non members). 
Our annual subscription is £20 single, £30 family. 
It would be lovely to see you there – we are a very 
friendly group of history enthusiasts.

As a community group we are also keen to share 
our information with other local groups, and can 
provide short illustrated talks on the history of 
Burgess Hill. For further information please get in 

touch via email – 
the contact is on 
our website.

In January the 
Town Council 
recognised the 
lifetime work of 
local historian 
Fred Avery, 
in a special 
presentation 
at the Council 
meeting. Fred has 
written books on Burgess Hill’s history, as well as 
leading much of the work done by the Heritage 
& History Association on aspects such as Road 
naming, Conservation, & Roman Road markers, 
as well as many other features of the town’s 
heritage. Fred can trace his own genealogy way 
back to 1570, and has evidence of the Avery 
family in Mid Sussex dating from 1296! “

Interested in Local History?

http://burgesshillheritagehistory.org.uk


21

The Book Den in Burgess Hill is a much‑loved 
second‑hand bookshop, run entirely by 
volunteers on behalf of the Burgess Hill District 
Lions Club.

Every item on our shelves has been generously 
donated by local residents, and every penny 
raised goes straight back into the community. 
Through your support, we help fund local events, 
youth groups, charities, and individuals in need, 
as well as contributing to international appeals 
coordinated by Lions Clubs International.

Alongside a wide range of books, you’ll also 
find jigsaw puzzles, CDs, DVDs, audiobooks, 
records and sheet music. While paperbacks 
and children’s books remain our most popular 
items, our shelves are filled with titles covering 
every interest. Cookery, art, history and crafts are 
always in demand, and our much‑loved “older 
books” section is perfect for anyone who enjoys 
a good rummage in search of hidden treasures. 
Other sections include classics, gardening, 
travel, science fiction, autobiographies, 
health, education, religion, true‑life stories, 
foreign‑language titles and large‑print books.

We also collect unwanted spectacles. These are 
passed to Chichester Lions Club, where volunteers 
sort and prepare them for shipment to clinics 
overseas, helping people who would otherwise 
struggle to access eye care.

Whatever you enjoy reading, there’s something 
for everyone at The Book Den. And if you can’t 

find what you’re 
looking for, just ask – 
we’re always happy to 
check our stockroom.

Come in, browse, and 
discover your next 
great read. We look 
forward to welcoming 
you.

The shop is open Monday to Saturday: 9.30am –  
4.00pm. Please note we are closed on Bank 
Holidays.
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Keymer Hall Care Home, part of the Boutique 
Care Homes family, has announced the launch 
of the Sporting Legends Café, a new monthly 
community group created in partnership with 
Burgess Hill Town FC.

Open to local older adults, sports fans, and 
anyone who loves good conversation, the 
Sporting Legends Café offers a welcoming space 
to share favourite sporting memories, reflect on 
local football history, and celebrate the moments 
that have shaped people’s lives. 

For people living with dementia, familiar sporting 
moments, the roar of a crowd, a well-known 
team’s colours, or the name of a beloved player, 
can spark recognition and emotion. 

The Sporting Legends Café is also a direct 
response to the very real issue of social isolation 
among older adults. By opening the group to the 
wider community, not just residents, Keymer Hall 
is creating a space where older people across 
Burgess Hill can come together, feel valued, 
and build genuine friendships around shared 
experiences.

The group meets on the third Wednesday of each 
month, and is open to all. No booking is required, 
though anyone wishing to find out more is 
welcome to get in touch with the team directly.

For more information, contact: Keymer Hall Care 
Home 11 Kings Way, Burgess Hill, West Sussex, 
RH15 0TH Tel: 01444 222 548
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and Keymer Hall Tackle Dementia
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26-29  NOVEMBER 2026
CHURCH WALK,  BURGESS HILL

GIFTS - CRAFT - FOOD - LIVE MUSIC - DRINKS - ENTERTAINMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION, POP INTO THE HELP
POINT AT 96 CHURCH WALK, BURGESS HILL,
OR VISIT WWW.BURGESSHILL.GOV.UK

SAVE THE DATE
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